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Pastor's Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

We have been working on something special for Lent. Our hope is that you will come
back every Sunday, curious and excited to see what happens next. And if not that, you
will at least keep coming back to see what your crazy pastor is up to THIS week! Lol.
Hopefully the services will bring you along a path that will lead to an exciting Easter
revelation. At least that is what is playing out in my head.

Lent consists of 40 days, not counting Sundays where we can take the opportunity to
prepare ourselves for celebrating the wonderful gift of Easter. We begin Lent on Ash
Wednesday where the imposition of ashes represents our mortality and our repentance.
The use of ashes has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship and can be a powerful
nonverbal way of participating in the call to repentance and reconciliation. Then we
proceed with Lent as we journey through the 40 days of honor and sacrifice. During Lent,
many of us will take up a sacrifice to honor Christ. There are many things that you can do;
weekly one-day fasts, givin? up something that you love like coﬁyee or (gasp) wine. Some
of you will give up things like gossip or bad attitudes. Some will decide to DO things
instead: write notes, do random acts of kindness. Whatever you choose, please try to
remember why you are doing them. Lent is not a time to 'suffer’ it's a time to sacrifice.
There is a difference! The season of Lent is your opportunity to re-enact Jesus' time
wandering in the desert.

This will lead us to Holy week where we will celebrate Maundy Thursday as we
remember the last supper (Service at the church at 7pm) and Good Fr'iglay (service also at
7pm) where we remember and grieve over all the events that led our Christ to the tomb.

Then the REAL celebration begins! Easter morning! He lives! The world is
changed! Death is defeated and we are all given the gift of eternal lifel Heritage UMC
will celebrate beginning with a short prayer service at 9am, followed by a Church family
(and guest) potluck breakfast. At 10:30 our celebration continues. We have lots of great
sTuffg planned for that Sunday! It is the most exciting, Holy, passionate day of the year,
for Christians. I hope you wil cFlan to spend it with us.

Bring ALL your family and friends to walk along with us on our Lenten journey. We'll
make room for you!
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