AUGUST
2020

Pastor’s Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

A young girl was walking along a beach upon which thousands of starfish had been
washed up during a terrible storm. When she came to each starfish, she would pick it up,
and throw it back into the ocean. People watched her with amusement.
She had been doing this for some time when a man approached her and said, “Little
girl, why are you doing this? Look at this beach! You can’t save all these starfish. You can’t
begin to make a difference!”
The girl seemed crushed, suddenly deflated. But after a few moments, she bent down,
picked up another starfish, and hurled it as far as she could into the ocean. Then she looked
up at the man and replied, “Well, I made a difference for that one!”
The old man looked at the girl inquisitively and thought about what she had done and said.
Inspired, he joined the little girl in throwing starfish back into the sea. Soon others joined,
and all the starfish were saved.
adapted from "The Star Thrower" by Loren C. Eiseley

Wounded, everywhere we look there are people who are walking around wounded. Oh,
they look fine. They smile, they talk….they show no outward signs of their woundedness. But, they are wounded. Life is hard and now, add this awful virus into it…….
Someone close to me just lost his family home. Through no fault of his own and due
to some vindictiveness and lies within his family (which also caused a great deal of emotional
pain), his home, left to him by his parents, was sold underneath him. He now has 15 days to
vacate. 15 days to move his family…..somewhere. This all started with hurt feelings. Someone said something mean, someone else passed it on, someone else added to it, it became a
lie, broke up a family. Stole a heritage. Destroyed a family. Isn’t life hard enough? But if
you look at him, he looks almost the same as before this all started. Except that he has
aged a great deal. He looks healthy, he is a man who laughs and helps others, he still does
that, but he is wounded…… and like shattered glass, even if he is able to ‘glue it all back
together’ he will never be the same, the cracks will be there, the memories will be there, he
will never ever have the emotional strength he once had. His wounds may heal, but there
will always be a scar.
I’m aware of several other situations that would break your heart. Children being
used as pawns between a waring mother and father who pull them back and forth, trying to
hurt each other, but end up hurting their children even more.
I’m also aware of some folks who hurting because their jobs and livelihoods are not
secure, especially in this time of isolation. And, speaking of isolation, a lot of our walking
wounded, who smile at you, are so desperately lonely and depressed that their insides are
screaming!
But because these folks don’t share their pain with you…you can look at them and
think that all is well. IT IS NOT!
(continued on next page)
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How can we help? As Christians….as human beings…..how can we help? I think
the first thing we can do to help is to acknowledge that there IS a lot of pain in the
world. THEN, we need to decide if we want to help. Yes, you need to decide because
throwing your hat in to help is a commitment! Once you have committed to help
someone, you have to stick it out and walk with them through whatever they are going
through. Side by side…..and if you have a heart (and isn’t that why you would decide
to help in the first place), your own heart will be hurt along the way. But you MUST
stick it out with them, once committed! If you don’t, it will be, for them, just
another betrayal.
You may feel like you are not equipped to help, depending upon the situation,
you probably aren’t. But just your act of reaching out and caring can make a really big
difference! Just reach out! Notice! You can’t give hugs (which many of us sorely
need), but you can send notes or cards, or make phone calls. You can do little things
that help folks know that they are loved.
Remember when this isolation thing first started and some folks were secretly
leaving cute painted rocks at your door? Some of us got ‘Wined’ (a small basket of
goodies and a bottle of wine was left at our door). We all took time to send notes and
cards to people who were shut-in or sick. We MADE time for each other. We MADE
time and opportunities to reach out to one another. WE SHOWED THAT WE
CARED!!!!
Friends, we need to get back there. We need to give more effort to
connection. We also need to stop ‘stiff-upper-lipping it and reach out for help when
we need it. Our world right now is a breeding place for unhappiness and fear. We are
all swimming in the muck of it and trying to keep our heads above it all so that we can
just survive.
But God’s children are not meant to JUST survive! We are meant to
THRIVE! So let’s spend a little more time in prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to come
into our hearts and our heads and our eyes and our ears! LOOK for those around you
who are walking wounded. Seek them out and connect in some way. And hey, while
you are doing that, keep your eyes open for those who need to hear the Good
News! There are a lot of those folks out there too, and they REALLY need your
witness!
Our compassion and our action are JUST what the world needs right now. It is
also just what WE need. When we give those things to others, they grow stronger in
ourselves. We cannot, by ourselves, rid the world of this virus. We cannot, by
ourselves, stop lies and vindictiveness from ripping apart a family. We cannot by
ourselves shore up the economy or keep everyone from feeling lonely, BUT …..we can
make a difference……one person at a time…..starting with YOU.
May God grant you all Grace and Peace!
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Charge Conference
This year instead of an ALL
CHURCH Conference, we will
be having a Charge Conference via
Zoom. Because of the Covid situation,
only your Leadership team and your
SPRC committee will meet with the DS
for an abbreviated Conference.
Our
Conference is scheduled for Wednesday, October 14th at 6:30-SPRC and
7:15–Leadership. The yearly forms will
need to be filled out, signed, and
returned to the church
office no
later than September 30th. You will be
getting more info on those forms
soon. Viv will still be putting together
a booklet and it will be available for
pickup on Sunday, October 4th. There
will be plenty of booklets made, these
are available for everyone who wants
one.

Church Opening
We are doing our best to keep
those who attend our Sunday Worship
Services safe. Thank you for all who
are helping to set things up and to keep
us compliant. A BIG THANK YOU to
those of you who are coming to the
service and complying with the safety
measures.
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Pastor Reset
Folks, I am taking some time
off (vacation) for a badly needed time
of reset. I have scheduled some time
off from August 2nd to the 15th. I
have the pulpit VERY WELL covered
so please be sure to continue your
regular worship by showing up on
Sunday or tuning in. If you have an
EMERGENCY I will be available. You
can either call Viv at the church or my
cell phone. Please, emergency calls
only.

Bathroom Use During
Covid Restrictions
One of the things that has
come
up
is
the
bathroom
closure. Although it is closed, if you
NEED to use it, it is available. The
Leadership closed it for two reasons,
One, to keep people in their seats
once they were seated, and secondly,
because every time someone uses the
bathroom,
it
must
be
wiped
down. We decided against having a
‘bathroom monitor’ and just closing
the bathroom. However, that does
not mean that you have to leave the
church to run home if you need a
bathroom visit! Just be sure to wipe
things down afterward (There are
Clorox wipes provided).
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Virtual Sunday
School

tlc time
tlc time will not be held for
the next 3 weeks because Pastor
will be attending online Annual
Conference and then she has 2
weeks vacation. Watch for news
of the tlc time restart.

Prayer Group
You are invited to join us on
Facebook each evening at 7 pm
for a time of prayer for our
church, our nation and friends
and family.
Just go to the
Heritage UMC Group and join us.

We are starting a virtual
Sunday School for our youth.
We will be doing a live bible
story time and providing a craft
to go along with it.
We need your help. We will
be putting together a craft bag
for the kids to pick up and take
home. For the first craft we
will be making puppets. We
need various items such as;
socks (all color and sizes), yarn,
felt, ribbon, rick rack, lace,
material scraps, glue, markers,
etc. If you have any of these
items to help us out, please
drop it off at church by August
9th. We are putting together
bags on Monday the 10th.
Thank you in advance for
your help.

Heritage UMC
Offering Fellowship & Worship
Promoting Spiritual Growth
and Sharing the light of the Lord with all
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OUR PRAYER LIST
Pastor Terri’s daughter and her family facing
difficult times.
Curt Kellogg is under going chemo.
Brenda Burgess niece is hospitalized in Ger many.
Carol McEvoy’s Mother is r ecover ing fr om a
fall and surgery on her leg.
Joan Ross r ecently hospitalized and dealing with
health issues.
Sue Amachers sister, Sandy, facing numer ous
health issues.
The Shadley family dealing with the loss of Er ic’s Dad.
Brandie Hoyt and family as many of them deal
with COVID virus, including her grandmother,
grandfather and young son.
Arlene Butler’s nephew, Doug, r ecently hospitalized in ICU.
Shelly VandePannes nephew, Brandon Osborn,
numerous health issues.
Our Youth and the Youth Leaders
Each of those Unable to Worship with Us
Police Officers around the country.

THOSE UNABLE TO
WORSHIP WITH US

Larry Gray
Norma Larsen
Bill Parmenter
Joan Ross
Judd Ross
Etta Jane Sickelsteel
Roger Vining
Millie Zenk

The many Caregivers in our congr egation.
Our Church Leaders
Our Nation and World Leaders
Our Missionaries. Paul Weber & David

IN SERVICE TO
OUR COUNTRY

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowan, son of Matt and Danielle

Karen Gillett
Kaitlyn Forbush
Tim Painter
Robert Hubscher
Shanna Kuiper
Lella Shadley
Nick Hall
Aubrey Kuiper
Dennis McMillan
Tom Burgess
Dawn Johansen
Shaelynn Moss
Betty Weikel
Robin Frey
Alena Gray
Joseph Kinney
Rayann Layko
Carol Griffen
Henlay Fahner
Angie Phillips
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8/3
8/4
8/7
8/8
8/9
8/9
8/11
8/11
8/12
8/14
8/17
8/17
8/17
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/30
8/31
8/31

Greg & Sue Phillips
8- 1- 87
Mike & Brenda Hall
8-14-82
Jim & Wendy Baty
8-16-03
Marc & Pam Bennett
8-17-85
Steve & Carol McEvoy
8-22-17
Jud & Joan Ross
8-28-76
Eric & Heather Shadley 8-28-99
Kirk & Shelly VandePanne 8-29-81

Please advise the church office of any changes
necessary to update these lists.
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