DECEMBER 2020

Pastor’s Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

Recently, I read an article written by a fellow pastor, Rev Jeff
Greenway who is the Lead Pastor at Reynoldsburg United Methodist Church in West
Ohio. Rev Jeff started off with scripture from Exodus 17:12-13.

"When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it.
Aaron and Hur HELD HIS HANDS UP—one on one side, one on the other—so that his
hands remained steady till sunset. So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with the
sword."
The article goes on to remind us about a pivotal story in Numbers chapter 17. The people
had just been ‘delivered from bondage in Egypt’ by crossing through the Red Sea on dry
land. Then, when food became scarce, God began to supply manna and quail six days a
week and He provided water from the rock. God’s purpose is to teach them to trust,
depend upon Him and be obedient to Him—lessons it would, unfortunately, take them 40
years to learn.
What follows is the first skirmish between God’s people and the Amalekites. By
then, Moses is too old to lead the fight—so he commissions Joshua. Now, that doesn’t
mean Moses isn’t needed or important. He just has a different role. He’s their
SPIRITUAL COVERING. His hands lifted in blessing were essential for Israel’s victory.
When his hands were lifted high, Israel advanced, but when his hands dropped to his
sides, the Amalekites pressed forward. As Moses became tired, he sat on a rock—and
Aaron and Hur stood beside him to hold his hands up.
My pastor friend wrote this as a PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT on behalf
of PASTORS (and OTHER LEADERS). Rev Jeff teaches at seminaries and is a much loved
and very respected mentor to many pastors. He gets many e-mails from pastors, leaders
and people from other churches. He is hearing about the frustrations and burnout from
these church leaders during this time of pandemic and isolation. So, he decided to write
to the larger community of faith about providing care and support for those who provide
the SPIRITUAL COVERING in our lives.
He wrote: “According to the Barna Group, 1,500 PASTORS ARE LEAVING
MINISTRY EVERY MONTH—and that statistic is BEFORE the pandemic. This isn’t an
easy time to be a leader. The church they were leading eight months ago, likely doesn’t
exist in the same fashion today. Casual Christians are disengaged. Attendance and giving
are off. Anxieties and pressure are high. People are generally on-edge and disagreeable.
Opinions are like noses—and everyone has one—especially when it comes to wearing masks!
There isn’t a decision leaders make that isn't questioned. Pastors want nothing more than
to shepherd their flocks, but their sheep are biting more than ever before.
So, I’m writing to call all the Aarons and Hurs out there to come alongside your
pastors (and other leaders) and LIFT THEIR TIRED HANDS. They’re tired, weary and
worn, and they need you!
(continued on next page…)
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Let me suggest five ways you can help those who provide SPIRITUAL
COVERING in your life:
PRAY FOR THEM. Ask God to bless and provide—to lift up and encourage—to
inspire and sustain—and to refresh and restore them. I’m blessed to have many people
who regularly write or call to not only tell me they are praying—but to actually pray for
me. PRAY FOR THEM.
ENCOURAGE THEM. They’ve never led through a pandemic before. They didn’t
learn how to do this in school—and they’re being forced to learn how to do everything
they used to know differently. They get plenty of “fan mail” telling them what folks think
is wrong. Take the time to write them a note of encouragement. It takes ten positive
notes/comments to outweigh one negative note/comment. They’ve been at this for eight
months, and many haven’t heard an encouraging word during that time.
SUPPORT THEM. If your pastor (and your leadership) has a typical work ethic, this season hasn't resulted in less hours invested in caring for their congregation—it’s
multiplied them. Find creative ways to show support to and for your pastor and other
spiritual leaders. Send them a gift card they can use to get a takeout meal. Encourage
them to take their time off. SUPPORT THEM.
LEAN IN. You’d be amazed at the folks who’ve disengaged or just moved on to
other churches or ministries during this season. Now isn't the time to leave your church,
it’s time to LEAN IN. This is the church where you met Jesus—or were discipled—or
married—or experienced baptism. Don’t leave—LEAN IN.
SHOW UP. Christianity was never intended to be practiced in isolation or online. We need each other. I realize we live in unusual times, but you need to re-engage
with your church when you can safely and responsibly do so. So, if and when your pastor
and church leaders take the steps to safely and responsibly re-open their facilities or
return to in-person worship or programming—SHOW UP.”
Friends, I share Rev Greenway’s info not so much to foster help for myself; you
guys have been really great so far, but to ask for help for all our leadership. We are so
very blessed to have people who will step up to continue, any way they can, the worship
experience for all. But it is hard! Our numbers are few and this is all unchartered
territory. Sometimes our efforts fail. Sometimes things are not working out (there are
computer issues galore!). But we’re out there trying. We need your Prayers! We need
your Encouragement and your Support. But we also need you to Lean In and Show Up. I
imagine that Aaron and Hur got tired too after a while. Please. If everyone pitches in a
little, we can get through this pandemic and this isolation and we can come out on the
other side, not just as victors, but as strong victors! We can hit the ground running and
get on with the work of our church.
This is not the USUAL pastoral letter I would write for a December
newsletter. But these are not the USUAL times. There will be other places in this
newsletter that will have all the USUAL Christmas stuff. But I felt the need to share
this, especially in light of what we will be celebrating soon. Those times were also
difficult and different. But just like then, the world needed the strength of the faithful
to help Christ enter. The world needs us now, it needs our strength and our commitment
to KEEP Christ’s light burning. WE need to keep ourselves and our leaders strong. WE
need to keep being church. We CAN do this! I have faith in you!
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Let’s Keep Connected!
The Covid pandemic has forced us into isolation and social distancing. We
are being forced to shut-down our in-person services and put everything
on-line. Add that to the damage that all the political and social and racial unrest
has been doing to divide us, we NEED to keep connected as a church family. And
what the world needs, is for us to reconnect with our call to be neighborly and to
remember what the meaning of church is. We need to put energy into reconnecting with our Spirituality, reconnecting with our church, and reconnecting with our
community. This is what I hope we can focus on during this year’s Advent/
Christmas season. Toward that end we will be introducing some new things. See a
list below!
Daily Morning Devotions
Every morning, beginning on Monday, November 29th we
will post a
short devotion on-line. We will be reading from the book “Shadow & Light” by
TSH Oxenreider. If you would like, you can order the book and read along with
me, it is available through Cokesbury for $16.79 (but it is not necessary to have
the book for these devotions). These devotions will be short, around 10 minutes
and are intended to be a time of quiet peace. I will post them early (before 7am)
so that you can grab a cup of coffee or tea or cocoa and join in first thing in the
morning. We have put together a few Devotion/Vesper bags for you to pick up at
the church to help you get into the spirit. These bags will be available in the
church entry on the Friday after thanksgiving (11/27) and on Saturday (11/28)
and Sunday (11/29). The doors will be unlocked for pickup from 10am to 7pm for
your convenience.
Daily Evening Vespers
Every evening, beginning on
Monday, November 29th we will post a
short Vesper service on-line. Vespers are prayers. We will start with a short
devotional (also from the book “Shadow & Light” by TSH Oxenreider and then we
will pray together. Again, this Vesper service will be short, around 10 minutes
and is intended to be a time of quiet peace before bed. I will post them around
8pm, but join in just before you head off to bed.
Monday Small Group Advent Study.

I am hoping to be able to lead a small group Advent Study, but
unfortunately it will have to be done via ZOOM. The Study is “Almost Christmas”
a Wesleyan Advent Experience. I have several books available if you are
interested. We will be meeting over ZOOM on Mondays, at 7pm beginning on
Monday, November 30th. So far, only two of you have said that you are
interested. I must have at least two more if we are going to be able to do
this. Please let me know ASAP if you would like to join us. If I get enough of you
I will send you links to the ZOOM and you can pick up your books at the church
from 9am to noon Mon-Thurs. If I can’t get enough of you interested, we’ll save
this study for next year.
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Heritage United Methodist Church
Finance/Leadership Meeting Minutes

ZOOM Leadership Meeting

November 10, 2020

People in Attendance: Diana McGarvey (Finance Secretary), Ann Buck (Treasurer), Holly Fahner (Lay
Leader), Steve McEvoy (Stewardship Chair), Lori Fahner (Memorial Chair) and Pastor Terri
Holly opened with prayer at 7:04
Treasurer Report (Ann Buck)
We are still doing okay. This month we had more income than expenses.
General Fund Contributions October-$18,626. Expenses $11,420 Balance $9260.82
Memorial Fund Contributions $.06 Expenses $1,000
Balance $2440.53
Mortgage Fund Contributions October $ 2232.09
Expenses $1598.19
Balance $2864.95

Finance Committee:
Thanksgiving /Christmas Special Offering to go to Mortgage
Trustees need funds for church repairs, some money in Maintenance Fund.

❖ Committee Reports:
⮚ Serve (Paul Eickenroth)
▪ Operation Christmas Child, boxes due November 22, 2020
▪ TC Giving Tree, tickets coming soon
⮚ IT Team
▪ Looking to train someone to help out as Shelly runs sound booth for service and
Puppet Talk.
⮚ Trustee
▪ Dan Wright will Chair and John Huffman will co-chair
▪ Spring Clean-up for church and parsonage
▪ Will be meeting again November 19
❖ Pastor Report
⮚ Lots of things planned on line ⮚ Possible shut down
⮚ gathering in the Narthex needs to stop
⮚ Christmas Eve
▪ 1 service & live on Facebook
❖ New Business
⮚ Internal Flame is out
⮚ Bathroom closed- new sign “Restroom open for urgent use only”
The next Leadership Team meeting will be in the fellowship hall on December 8 at 7:00 pm.
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Christmas Eve Worship
This makes me sad. We will NOT
be able to worship in our sanctuary this
Christmas Eve. HOWEVER, we WILL still
celebrate together!
There are some
really really GREAT things planned for
our service. It will be online….I know, not
the same…..but YOU can help to make
it a wonderful experience for your
family! The service will be prerecorded
and we will post it around 8pm so that
everyone can choose when to watch. I
would suggest waiting until around 11 or
later to get the full effect, but I
understand that is too late for some folks
and for the ‘littles’. Plan to join the
family together, around the screen, turn
the lights down (maybe just have your
Christmas tree lights glowing), turn off
the TV, the cell-phones, and all other
‘noises’. Then, join in! We will have
lots of music and naturally the FIRST
Christmas Story, and some other
surprises.
There will be a Christmas Eve
‘packet’ available for you to pick up at the
church in the entryway from Monday,
December 21st to Wednesday, December
23rd. The doors will be unlocked
from 9am to 7pm for your
convenience.

Children’s Christmas Bags
We have put together some special
Christmas bags for our kids. They will be
available for pick-up from the CHURCH
OFFICE - Monday, December 21st to
Wednesday,
December
23rd
from
9-noon. If you need an evening time,
you can come on Tuesday the 22nd or
Wednesday the 23rd from 6:30-8:00. Or,
call the church office for possible other
arrangements.
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Communion
Sunday, December 6th is
Communion Sunday. Since we cannot
meet together in our sanctuary, we will
have a ‘drive in’ time of communion. I
will bless the elements online and then
from noon to 12:30 I will greet all who
come in their cars with communion and
a prayer Bring your whole family and
invite your friends to come too as we
share communion together!

Puppet Talk
Our kids are LOVING
Puppet talk! We’ve been talking about
our feelings and where to find help
through Bible stories and crafts. If
your child would like to join us, call the
church so we can add their name and
make a bag for them. Every week the
craft bags will be made up and waiting
for you to pick up at the church on
Thursdays from 9-6. The bags you
pick up will hold the crafts for the
following Sunday.
Then at noon on Sunday, you can
tune in to Facebook and join our Puppet
friends. The session is taped so if
noon doesn’t work for your family, you
can watch it later.
Folks this is not just a great
thing for OUR children, but for ALL
children! If you know of a child who
might like to join us, please have them
call the church office so we can make
them a bag. Then, just have them go
online to our fb page (we are posting
on both our private and our public page
-Heritage United Methodist Church).
Thank you to everyone who is
participating. We’re having a blast! If
you have any questions, call Sandy,
Diana or the church office!
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Our Bishop Has Recommended Church Closings
The church will be closing as of Wed. Nov. 18th. through the end of this year at
least. Viv will be in the office Mon-Thurs 9am till noon, and working from home.
You can call her if you need anything. Call the Church during office hours or my
cell phone when I'm at home. 616 299 4762
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Tithes
So many of you have been
faithful with your tithes. Thank you so
very much!
However, with the
Sanctuary closed and on-line only
services, we are sure to feel a cash
crunch. I know that part of OUR cash
crunch is that many of you are also
feeling a personal cash crunch. Please,
to the best of your ability, keep as
faithful as you can in your giving. Even
with a closed sanctuary, we still have
obligations and the needs must be
filled. If you are blessed to be able to
give a little extra to help those who
are unable to give, it would be much
appreciated.
God bless you for
whatever you are able to do.

Special Christmas
Offering Opportunity
While we can’t meet in our
sanctuary, our Trustee committee
are going to take the opportunity to
do some work in there. One of the
things we would like to do is to put
new LED bulbs in. We need 30 new
bulbs
at
approximately
$25
each. If you would like to help by
purchasing a bulb or two, just write
“Adopt a bulb” on your offering
check. Thank you in advance!

December Services
If you are one of those folks who like to prepare ahead for Sunday
Service, below is a list of our scripture and sermon topics. This year I have
gotten help and inspiration from Ed Robb’s book, “Making Room, Sharing the Love
of Christmas”. Instead of focusing inward this Christmas, we will turn our focus
outward, to the world around us. I hope you will all plan to join us on-line.
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Date

Scripture

Sermon Topic

1st Sunday in Advent

Nov 29th

Mark 12:31

“Be a Neighbor”

2nd Sunday in Advent

Dec. 6th

Deut. 10:18-19

“Welcome Strangers”

3rd Sunday in Advent

Dec. 13th

Isaiah 9:2

“Leave the Lights On”

4th Sunday in Advent

Dec. 20th

John 17:24

“Walk Each Other
Home”

Christmas Eve

Dec. 24th

Luke 2:1-20

“He is Born”

1st Sunday after
Christmas

Dec. 27th

John 1:10-14

“Preparing Room”
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Communion

Communion

OUR PRAYER LIST

THOSE UNABLE TO
WORSHIP WITH US

A Family with 4 young children, recently
homes and facing several family crises.
Rex Castle, recovering from recent surgery.
Dennis McMillan home after recent hospitalization and surgery. (And Wayla as she cares
for him.)
Carol McEvoy’s granddaughter, Gabrielle,
recovering from COVID.
DeeAnn Wabeke’s nephew, Dylan, suffering
amnesia after a recent serious concussion.
John Frey recovering from recent surgery.
Larry Gray as he deals with several health
issues. (and Sandy too.)
Phyllis Hall home after recent hospitalization
for COVID..
Don Arndt facing health issues.
Betty MacTavish recovering from infection.
Dawn Johanson’s brother, Tom, fighting serious complications of COVID.
Mary Ellen Rose and her sons are all facing
health issues.
All School Teachers, students and Personnel.
Our Youth and their Leaders
Each of Those Unable to Worship with us.
Our Missionaries Paul Webster in Zimbabwe, David Speyers in South America and
Aaron & Mary Vander Sommers in the Congo.
Our Church Leaders.
Our World and National Leaders

Larry Gray
Norma Larsen
Bill Parmenter
Joan Ross
Judd Ross
Millie Zenk

Bradley Hall
Wayla McMillan
Holly Fahner
Doug McGarvey
Chris Poprawski
Diana McGarvey
Alex Gray
Don Arndt
Madison Thun
Carol McEvoy

IN SERVICE TO OUR

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowen, son of Matt and
Danielle

12/1
12/4
12/6
12/8
12/11
12/15
12/16
12/22
12/23
12/31

Dick & Lorna Holbrook
Bob & Linda Hubscher
Keith & Terri Grannis
Don & Pat Bauman

12/14/1970
12/15/1990
12/18/1975
12/21/1968

Please advise the church office of any changes
necessary to update these lists.
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Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
9 am - 2 pm
Monday - Thursday
Closed Fridays
Sunday Worship
10:30 am
Office #:
231.937.4310
Fax #:
231.937.7835
Email:
church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org
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