JUNE 2021

Pastor’s Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

77:12

“I will meditate on all your works and consider all your mighty deeds.” ~ Psalm

When was the last time you just sat alone and ‘pondered’? No planning, no list-making,
no big problem to figure out…..just pondering, thinking about whatever pops into your head.
If you are like me….it’s been a long long while. I tend to fill my days and my nights with
‘work’. I have meetings, both in person and via Zoom. I have to prepare for those meetings and
often after them have tasks to perform. I have phone calls and emails to return, letters to
write. I have services to plan, sermons to research and write. There are always fires to
douse, issues to address, and folks who need a bit of spiritual counseling. There are books
that I need to scan for possible Bible studies, new ideas to follow up on and always-alwaysalways there are forms that need to be filled out. I also need to do my laundry, shop for
groceries, pay bills and scrub my kitchen floor. My ‘pondering’ time has been….well….
non-existent.
Recently I had my yearly 1 on 1 conversation with our District Superintendent. She
asked me if I have been taking a ‘Sabbath’. I said that I try to take my personal Sabbath on
Monday mornings. She asked me what that looked like. I described a time of prayer and
devotion. “Blessed is the one….whose delight is in the law of the Lord, and who
meditates on
his law day and night.” ~ Psalm 1:1-2
She told me that for a pastor…..that was not Sabbath…that was work. I was confused!
She said that Sabbath for me should be a time of rest and reflection. She said that I should
be doing a hobby or spending time on a project that I thought was fun. No study, no deep
prayer… just rest and relaxation. She does puzzles and asked what I did for fun. I was pretty
sure the right answer was not, “drink a glass of wine”, but for the life of me…..I couldn’t think
of an answer for her. She said, ‘ponder on it’.
Later, while thinking of our conversation, I tried to do some ‘pondering’. I had a hard
time doing it. Just thinking, just letting random thoughts run through my head. Whenever I
tried, I found myself drifting to my to-do list or thinking about someone I needed to call or
drop a note to. I couldn’t just sit and ‘think’! I couldn’t relax my mind and listen to the birds
sing, or just be still. I began to realize how one-dimensional my life had become. I try to
listen to God speak when I am in prayer, but He used to speak to me in lots of other ways
too. He hasn’t for a while….or rather….I haven’t heard Him speak for a while!
There are about 7 places in the Bible that tell us to ‘be still’. Psalm 46:10 says ‘“Be still,
and know that I am God;”. What does that mean to you? For me, it means that I need to quiet
myself and listen to Him. It means that I seek His guidance and wisdom. It means that sometimes I have to take a step back and let Him work in my life…..trusting….that He knows what is
best and will come through for me. It means that I give myself permission to relax and just be
in the moment, just ponder! Just be still and feel the warm breeze on my face, smell the
freshness of it, hear the birds and the squirrels and the wind. Just be in the moment, think of
nothing but the joy of the day. Relax…..and ponder….leave the world to God. It’s His anyway.
So, if you see me on my front porch, just sitting there, with a peaceful look on my face,
feel free to join me…..but no words, just sit…..feel and smell and hear the blessings of the
day…..and ponder! Ahhhhhhh sweet peace!
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YOUTH GROUP
LEADERS NEEDED!!
PUPPETT TALK
Puppet Talk is now LIVE
during the Sunday Morning Worship
Service so join the fun at 10:30am
Sunday!!

Since Tori and James will be stepping down
as Youth Leaders at the end of July, we need
new leaders for this group.
This means that we are looking for someone to
step up to work with our youth. Trust us, we have
an amazing group of “kids” right now. We had
opened the group up to 6th-12th grades, but our
graduating seniors are always welcome to return.
This is a volunteer position, but one that is vital
for our church. If you’re interested and would
like to know more, please don’t hesitate to reach
out to me! ( Tori McGarvey Grant) We appreciate all of the support the congregation has
provided in helping the youth reach their goals.
Know that this was not an easy decision on our
part, but we feel this is what’s best for us right
now. We currently meet weekly on Sundays from
4-5:30, however this can be changed to best fit
your needs if you take over!

BLOOD DRIVE

Vacation Bible School
At Heritage UMC
Sunday, June 27 to July 1
6:30 to 9 pm.

Volunteers Needed!!

Our next Blood Drive will be
Wednesday, July 14th
from 3 to 7 pm.

Contact Diana McGarvey for
details and plan to join the fun!!
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WE’RE BACK!
We are again back in our sanctuary for worship! Hooray! It is so good to
see so many of you again, and now, many of us can smile at each other without
masks! Praise God!
We also appreciate those of you who tune in online. Please let me know you
are there by leaving a comment or a reaction (thumbs up or something.) This way
we can count you as an ‘attendee’ and I know who is tuning in.
I want, again, to thank those who have been working so hard so that we
could bring both of these opportunities to you. We have folks who show up
EVERY week to help both in front of the camera and behind it. The service may
look like it just happens but believe me that is not the case. Shelly does all of
the power point and is on the camera every Sunday. James has joined her on the
sound system to help make sure the sound is being picked up on our
broadcast. Sheldon helps keep the computer system running and fills in for both
Shelly and James whenever he is needed AND he plays our music for us every
other week when Ryan is not here. Kip has been choosing songs and leading our
singing for a long long time and is still at it. Dan has stepped up multiple times to
do song leader/liturgist and Jan has been ushering and Lorie too! Everyone has
been cleaning and spraying. These are only a few of the folks who have been
seeing to it that we were able to open for worship safely. Make sure and thank
them all when you get a chance.

GRAD SUNDAY
We will be celebrating Grad
Sunday on June 13th. Because we
were unable to do it properly last
year, we will celebrate our 2021
grads AND our 2020 grads.
This year, 2021, our Graduates
are:
Maddy Thun and Krysta
Bennett. Last year, our graduates
were Taitum Johansen and Logan
Shadley.
We hope to be able to have an
outdoor Coffee Hour Celebration
for them so that you can
congratulate them in person.
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We are trying to get back to
normal and one of the things we are
bringing back is Sunday School. After
Children’s time in the sanctuary, the
kids are dismissed to go out and have a
small snack and a Sunday School lesson
with crafts.
Our Puppet Talk
volunteers are doing this for us for
now, but if you can help or maybe just
be an extra pair of hands once in a
while, let Pastor Terri know. We could
also use some prewrapped finger
snacks (crackers etc.) and juice boxes!

And kids…..we need you
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Annual Conference
This year’s Michigan Annual Conference will be via ZOOM again. Much of
the conference will be offered as livestream for those of you who want
to watch. It begins on Thursday, June 3rd and will go through Sunday,
June 6th with Recognition and Ordination airing on June 13th.
The livestream will show the Worship services and much of the plenary
action. The following is the schedule I have at this time:
Thursday, June 3 7pm – Opening Worship & Memorial Service
Friday, June 4, 9am – Plenary
Saturday, June 5, 9am – Plenary
Sunday, June 13, 1pm – Service of Recognition, Commissioning and
Ordination
*Sunday June 6 will be our Closing Worship. I don’t have all the info on
that yet, but will pass it on to you when I do.
I will post the link to the livestream on our Heritage Happenings page or
you
can
go
to
the
Michigan
Annual
Conference
website
or
https://2021.michiganumc.org/ to find a link.
Please pray for Holly and I and all the rest of the Michigan Conference
delegates as we do the work of the Michigan United Methodist church.

Upcoming Sermon Info
For those of you who like to prepare in advance, here are the proposed
Scriptures and topics for the upcoming Season.

Date

Scripture

Sermon Topic

June 6

TBA

TBA

June 13
Grad Sunday

Mark 4:26-34

“Growing in the New
Creation”

June 20
FATHER’s Day!
June 27
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Mark 4:35-41
2 Corinthians 8:7-15
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“Enduring the Storms”
“Giving What You Have”

Heritage United Methodist Church
Leadership Meeting Highlights
May 6, 2021
People in Attendance: Ann Buck Tr easur er ), Dan Wr ight (Finance Chair ), Steve McEvoy (Stewardship Chair), Holly
Fahner (Lay Speaker), Shelly VandePanne (Leadership Chair) Lorie Fahner (Memorial Chair) Diana McGarvey (Recording
Secretary) and Pastor Terri

Finance/Treasurer Report (Ann Buck)
Account is about $5,000 below where we were last year. ➢ $2000.00 credit on propane, I month left on the budget plan
with Gas Production. ➢ Ann suggested that we put $6,500 from Youth Group into a M.A.L.F for more interest on the
account. ➢ Working on getting things together to refinance the mortgage next July or before. Dan is to get a hold of
Independent Bank to get information on refinancing. ➢ Would like to pay remaining ministry shares in one lump sum.
General Fund
November
December
J anuar y
Febr uar y
Mar ch
Apr il
Contributions
$9,907.29
$15,192.00 $10,947.99 $10,037.59 $20,771.00
$17,199.93
Expenses
$9,791.46
$12,256.26 $10,249.40 $12,991.30 $11,565.35
$ 3,046.19
Balance
$8,801.65
$11,737.39 $10.947.99 $7,994.28
$17,199.93
$ 6,751.74
Mortgage Fund November
December
J anuar y
Febr uar y
Mar ch
Apr il
Contributions
$1,385.11
$4,750.54
$635.40
$975.17
$1885.19
$2550.18
Expenses
$1,598.19
$1,598.19 $1,598.19
$1,598.19
$1,598.19
$2,598.19
Balance
$2,651.87
$5,774.22 $4,811.43 $4,188.21
$4475.21
$4,427.20
Mortgage Principal Balance 89,165.22
Memorial Fund
November December J anuar y
Febr uar y
Mar ch
Apr il
Balance
$1,441.07
$1,441.13 $1,1440.19 $1,441.25 $1,441.31 $ 1,441.37

Reopening & Safety Protocols – revisit















Try new Seating- open all the pews, first row on the ends, next in the middle.
No temperature checks.
Continued mask
Continued hand sanitizing when entering
Re-open the bathrooms.
Nursery to stay closed for now. ▪ Needs to be cleaned and disinfected. ▪ Place a second lock on the door to the woman’s bathroom.

Committee Reports:
Events June 13 - Grad Sunday
Memorial (Lorie Fahner )
▪ They are looking into getting new chairs and carts for the fellowship hall.
Nominations (Pastor Terri)
▪ Will be meeting soon, there are spots that need to be filled. • Youth Leader SPRC CHAIR
• Couple more spots on Trustees committee and SPRC .• Prayer Shawl ministry- Terri will call Shirley to see if she has
some ideas, and some details as to what the new person will need to do.
Serve (Paul Eickenroth)
▪ Crop Walk October 10th ▪ The kids from Sad Saturday took a tour at helping hands and were able to take a lot of
personal hygiene items to them.
IT Team
▪ Still having trouble with the computer, looking for ways to fix it. Trouble with the routers. ▪ Terri would like to get
DVD/CDs made of service to take to our members that do not do online.
Trustee
Held an informal breakfast meeting. • May 21st 5:30 and 22nd at 9:00 cleaning out the shed. May 22Nd is free dump.
So not to have to pay for a dumpster, we will have 2 or 3 trucks and trailers. • Do not want to try and sell things. • They
will be getting rid of anything that we are not using, that is taking up floor space. • File cabinets will remain, some with
music, some with old file. Things need to be organized and labeled. *Kirk is mowing Pastor Terri’s lawn at this
point. Her grandson can do it if the mower is operational, and blades are sharpened. • Parsonage-stumps are out.
The next Leadership Team meeting: June 3, at 7:00 pm
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OUR PRAYER LIST
The Amacher Family as many of the family r ecover from COVID.
Dennis and Wayla McMillan as Dennis r ecover s
from more surgery.
Viv Wright as she r ecover s fr om cancer tr eatments.
Brenda Burgess’ niece, Amanda, she is over seas,
has been recently diagnosed with cancer and family
cannot visit her due to travel restrictions.
Betty MacTavish r ecently went to ER by ambulance.
Jan Knox r ecover ing fr om laser eye sur ger y.
Larry and Sandy Gray Family as they battle sever al health issues.
Jim & Penny Bronakwski and McKenna as they
deal with a variety of health issues.
Vacation Bible School is coming soon .
Tom & Brenda Burgess as Tom deals with health
challenges.

Each of Those who are unable to worship with
us.
Everyone dealing with multiple facets of COVID
-19 whether it be health, finances, mental health
etc.
Our Annual Conference
National and World Leaders
Our Church Leaders and Youth Leaders
Missionaries Paul Webster, David Speyers

THOSE UNABLE TO
WORSHIP WITH US

Larry Gray
Norma Larsen
Bill Parmenter
Judd Ross
Millie Zenk

IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowen, son of Matt & Danielle

SORROWS

Condolences to the Detmer Family with the
passing of Phyllis’ son Fred.

JUNE

Sheldon Fahner
Shirley Westveer
Krysta Bennett
Oksana Parmenter
Marilyn Slater
Taitum Johansen
Maddyson Walkwitz
Lyle Griffen
Taveon Garehan
Dana Lowe
John Huffman
Judy Berry
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6/1
6/2
6/4
6/4
6/5
6/8
6/9
6/11
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/17

Lorna Holbrook
Mitch Phillips
Brody Schoonmaker
Heather Shadley
Aaron Thomas
Nicole Eickenroth
Marilyn Chapman

6/18
6/19
6/19
6/24
6/25
6/26
6/28

June
Doug & Diana McGarvey
Mike & Cheryl Scott
Jason & Alysia Forbush
Doug & Helen Johnson
Jerry & Chris Poprawski
Jeff & Michelle Thomas

6/13
6/14
6/15
6/24
6/24
6/30

Please advise the church office of
any changes necessary to update
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Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

MEIJER SIMPLY
GIVE
DOUBLE MATCH
DAY
June 19th
You can purchase cards at
Cedar Springs Meijer
Store.
Contact Paul Eickenroth
for details

We Are
Heritage UMC
Offering Fellowship

& Worship
Promoting Spiritual
Growth
and Sharing the Light
of the Lord with all

Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:
Sunday Worship
Office #:
Fax #:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
9 am - 12 pm
Closed Fridays
10:30 am
231.937.4310
231.937.7835

Email:
church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org

