AUGUST 2021

Pastor’s Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

When we tell ourselves “I can never change,” or “That will never happen,” we
presume too much and believe too little. In Jesus Christ, God renders all of our final
conclusions premature and all of our talk of determinism as simply bad faith. In Christ,
God opens closed doors, brings resurrection, reveals possibilities, reclaims the lost,
liberates the cursed and possessed, and changes the unchangeable. ~ Don Shelby
Change is scary….we don’t like it. Change makes us feel uncomfortable. Yet, if we are
honest with ourselves, we must be honest when we look at the things in our lives that
aren’t working and step out of our comfort zone and CHANGE them.
I must confess that I am not someone who is comfortable with change. Just look
at my furniture and you can tell that! I rarely move it around. Once I find a place for a
piece of furniture the only time it gets moved is when I clean around/under or behind
it. Then it goes right back! If it fits there….it stays there! I have never had the urge
that some people do to ‘rearrange’ my furniture. I don’t like change!
This resistance to change usually works well in the United Methodist Church. You
guys like your services to flow the way you are ‘used to’ it flowing. You like your hymns to
be familiar and you like to sit in your favorite pews. You expect to hear a good sermon
and you expect to pray at certain times. If I were to mix it up a bit…..if I were to
maybe…preach at the beginning and take the collection at the end….or if I were to
remove the children’s time or ….gasp…the singing of ‘Step by Step’ at the end. You might
resist a bit. You like things to stay the way they are! You like to feel comfortable
knowing what comes next. It makes you feel safe.
One time I asked everyone who sat on the left side of the church to move to the
right side and vice versa. I did that at the beginning of the service. Everyone grudgingly
moved across the aisle. But, afterward, no one could tell me what I had preached about.
They were all too uncomfortable with where they were sitting and that discomfort was all
that they could focus on.
Change is scary…we don’t like it. But friends……change is coming! Change may be
scary but it is also necessary if we are to mature and grow. Change is necessary if we are
to BE what God is calling this church to BE! John A Shedd said, “A ship in harbor is safe,
but that is not what ships are for.”
I hope you will choose to embrace the changes that are coming. I hope you will
even suggest a few (lovingly and kindly suggest, please). More importantly, I hope you will
see how, this time, change is exactly what is needed.
I promise to go slowly and allow you to catch up when needed, I promise to spend
time in prayer before each change, and I promise that the changes will be ones that will
move us further toward our goal of making disciples.
The winds of change are coming…..and they will warm us…..and strengthen us…and
will fill our sails so that we can continue our God-called journey! H.. e…r…e… we go! Hang
on!
Shalom
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GENEROSITY TEAM CALLING
Dear Heritage UMC Family,
Time is upon us again when we must consider our financial offering efforts for the coming
year. Enclosed in a future mailing will be your “Offering Letter” for 2022, being sent to all
Heritage UMC member families and constituency families. Your generosity in continuing regular
tithing throughout these trying pandemic years has been remarkable, and the entire congregation
is most grateful for those efforts. We hope that the worst is past as we return to more customary
worship and related church operations. It continues to be vitally important that we maintain our
vigilance in support of our congregation. Our church fellowship, ministry and mission continue to
require our sustained financial support to meet our needs and prosper as a parish community
dedicated to the work of our Lord. Our individual sense of gratitude for all that we have should
foster within us a desire to share our financial resources, as well as our prayers, our presence, our
service and our witness. The “Offering Letter” is our means of responding favorably and with
gratitude, to the request for financial support in 2022. As in prior years, Sunday collection
envelopes are available and will be provided to each member family, individually addressed,
numbered and dated for each Sunday in 2022. Please look for your boxed envelopes in the church
foyer (Narthex) beginning in late August and thereafter. We encourage the regular use of the
Sunday envelopes to assist our counting administrators to record and credit your
contribution
and tabulate it with your confidential Offering Letter. The timely completion and return of your
Offering Letter will also assist in our church financial planning and budgetary accuracy for
2022. Completed letters can be returned in person by placing them in the collection plate at
Sunday service; by returning them to the church office; or by mailing them back to the church at
Heritage UMC, 19931 W. Kendaville Road, Pierson, MI 49339.
This year we have made significant progress in reducing our church mortgage. Your
generosity is very much appreciated, and we hope that our efforts will continue throughout
2022. There is a place on the “Offering Letter” for a specific mortgage contribution should you
choose to make a pledge. Elimination of the mortgage would greatly relieve some of the monthly
financial pressure on church operational expenses.
As grateful and faithful stewards for our Lord, please also consider what you can do to provide
some of your time, service, talents and prayers, however small. It all adds up. God has given
each of us many gifts in many ways. Let us cheerfully and gratefully give back what we can in
thanks and gratitude for His gifts. With prayerful discernment the Holy Spirit will guide you
accordingly. Thank you and God Bless.
With Respect and Gratitude,
Steve McEvoy
Generosity Team Coordinator
“Earn all you can, save all you can, give all you can.”
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John Wesley

CONCESSION STAND

Youth Group
On behalf of the youth group, we would
like to thank you all for your ongoing
support. The kids (and adults) had a
wonderful time on our trip to the U.P.
While it wasn’t the mission trip we had
originally planned, it was obvious this is
where God wanted us to be. Building
relationships and growing in faith as a
team. We are grateful for all of the
prayers and financial support that
allowed us to take this trip. We fit a
lot in this weekend, but most importantly we learned more about God,
about each other, and about ourselves.
This was officially mine and James’ last
youth group, and we thank you for the
encouragement
and
support
we
received. It’s definitely with a heavy
heart we let this go, but I have no
doubt that the relationships built will
last forever. Keep doing God’s work,
friends, the youth are watching.
Blessings! Tori & James

Thank you Tori and James for
all you have done for our youth. When
one door closes another one opens. I’m
sure God has an even bigger plan for
the two of you and the youth you have
been blessed to work with.
Brenda Hall & the
Heritage Congregation
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Fall will be here before you know
it and with Fall comes soccer
season .
We once again have the
opportunity to reach out to our
community through our Concession
Stand.
The season is six weeks long, and I
believe it starts in September. The
games typically begin at 9 am and run
until about noon.
Volunteers will be needed to make
this successful. Can I count on
you? Any time you can donate would
be greatly appreciated, whether just
one hour or the whole morning. We
have a wonderful facility we serve out
of so you are out of the weather.
Watch for further announcements
regarding sign up for dates and
times.
Thank you for supporting the
concession stand.
Hope to see you in September,
Lorie Fahner

Events Team Meets Again!
We have got a good start on
getting some fun Events on the
calendar. If you are willing to help,
please grab a cookie and a beverage
and meet in the conference room
after our Sunday service on Sunday,
August 1st. We’ve got some great
things plan but need lots of excited
helpers!
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I’m talking to YOU!

Simon Peter
Small Group

ENGAGE MICHIGAN
Engage Michigan is the new mission
engagement program for the Michigan
Conference.
It challenges Michigan
Conference congregations to comprehensive missional learning, giving and
action with the goal of encouraging us
to shift from a mindset of 'ministry to'
to a 'ministry with' mindset.
The
Engage MI program consists of three
focus areas: Learn, Give, Act.
Your Serve Team has met and chosen
the avenues we feel best directed for
our church family.
This month, our opportunities to
serve/give are:
The Red Bird Christian School.
Your monetary donation will go
toward providing Education for K-12
children in a Christian environment in
Appalachia.
Community Garage Sale
Your donation of gently used
children’s clothing, new backpacks,
school supplies, and new underwear and
socks, will go toward providing a great
start to the new school year for the
children in our community.
Thank you so much for your prayerful
generosity

Backpacks
and School Supplies
It is that time of year
again! Time to help our community kids
start school right by donating backpacks and school supplies. We will be
blessing the backpacks on Sunday,
August 22nd so be sure to invite your
kids and the kids in your neighborhood
to come and get their backpacks
blessed!
5

Simon Peter—an ordinary fisherman who heard an extraordinary
call. He left everything to follow his
teacher and possessed a passion that
would change the world. That’s one way
to describe Peter. Here’s another: poor,
uneducated, quick-tempered, and full of
doubts and fears. Doesn’t even sound
like the same man. And that’s the point
of “Simon Peter” a six-week adult Bible
study by Adam Hamilton. Peter was just
an ordinary guy who heard and followed
God’s extraordinary call. Join us in our
Small Group study on Mondays at 7pm
as we discover together how each one
of us, like Peter, have special gifts,
talents, and abilities that God can use
to make a difference today. Our group
study began on July 26th but there is
still time to join us! Get a book from
Pastor Terri and come and join us!

Yard Sale
Our Annual Back to School Yard
Sales will be held Fri., August 13 from 9
to 3 and Sat,. August 14 from 9 to 1.
Everyone is invited!! We will have school
supplies and clothing available for those
families who are struggling to get items
for their kids.
We are looking for volunteers to help
set up, and to work during the sale. We
are also taking donations of new or gently used items such as back packs, 24
count crayons, markers, pencils, erasers,
pens, & binders, as well as new socks and
underwear.
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Coffee Hour
Volunteers

Liturgists Needed

Hurray !! The restrictions have
been lifted!!
We are definitely
looking forward to resuming our
weekly Coffee Fellowship after
Sunday morning worship. We need 2
people a week to set up cookies, juice
and coffee. Please help revitalize our
fellowship time!!
Lets all get
reacquainted!
8/1
8/8
8/15
8/22
8/29

Volunteer Needed!!
Volunteer Needed!!
Holly & Sheldon Fahner
Brenda Burgess

9/5

Volunteer Needed!!

Lori Fahner & Judi Spence

It is sooo wonderful to be back in full
worship!! But Volunteers are needed!!
Please prayerfully consider being a
Liturgist some week. You will Lead the
“Call to Worship,” announce Hymns and
read the Scripture during the morning
worship. That’s All!! You can do it!!
8/1 Lori Fahner
8/8 Brenda Burgess
8/15 Rick Fahner
8/22 Janet Boezwinkle
8/29 Volunteer Needed!!
Call Viv in the Church Office to add
your name or Sign up on the Clip Board
by the Office on Sunday Mornings.
We do need YOU!!!

Please call Viv in the Church Office to add your name or Sign up on
the Clip Board by the Office on Sunday Mornings.

BLOOD DRIVE

We need YOU!!!

Our next Blood Drive
will be
Wednesday, September 15th
from 2 to 7 pm.

Chimes Choir
We are interested in beginning a
Chimes Choir to play during the
Christmas Season. If you can read
music and will be available around
Christmas we would certainly
welcome YOU!! We must have at
least 5 people and a Director. If you
are interested, contact DeeAnn
Wabeke or sign the sheet at church.
Let’s share the Joy of Christ through
music!!
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Ask a Stupid Question
Have you ever sat in Worship and
had something come up that confused
you? Something that everyone else
seemed to know the answer to, but
you? Have you ever wanted to find out
the answer but didn’t ask because you
were too afraid you might look
stupid?
Well, if that is you…..I
understand COMPLETELY! I have been
there. Whether you are new to faith,
or just never did learn the answer, it is
not too late to learn the answer to what
you might fear is a Stupid Question.
We will be getting together after
church every week beginning
August
8th, to explore some of those questions
and maybe even find an answer or
two! Lol Just grab a cup of coffee and
a cookie and meet us in the conference
room after our service . And bring
your questions! We’ll meet every week
as long as we have questions to find
answers to.
Friends, I really DO
believe that the only stupid question is
the one that isn’t asked.
SO ASK!!!!! See you there!

Sunday School is up and running
and we have begun a wonderful
makeover to our Children’s Sunday
School room! Thank you to all who
helped in the cleaning and sorting and
who
donated
funds
for
new
materials.
We plan to do some
painting in their soon. Stop in to see
the progress we have made so far.
Be sure to bring your kids/
grandkids and their friends to church
so they can be a part of Sunday
School After Children’s time in the
sanctuary, the kids are dismissed to
go out and have a small snack and a
Sunday School lesson with crafts. Our
Puppet Talk volunteers are doing this
for us for now, but if you can help or
maybe just be an extra pair of hands
once in a while, let Pastor Terri
know. Do your part to be sure we
aren’t raising a generation of children
who don’t know the basics of God’s
Word. He speaks to them too!

Ice Cream Social
We are planning an Ice Cream
Social for after our Worship service on
Sunday, August 22nd. We will need your
help and your donations. Please see the
sign up sheet and help where you can.
Invite your friends and neighbors
to join us for food, fun and fellowship.
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Mailboxes
Did you know we have Mailboxes
at the church? Many of you don’t seem
to remember that they are there!
Lol!! Please try to check your mailbox
weekly or at least monthly so you don’t
miss anything important! Also, if you
are going to visit someone who doesn’t
get to church regularly, why not check
their mailbox and bring them whatever
you find. Let’s keep the information
flowing and timely.
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Lay Servant Training
Lay Servant Ministries is one of the significant lay leadership development
programs available within the United Methodist connection. Through this system
of equipping and empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples. Lay Servant
ministries can be a significant component of any discipleship system providing
training in Hospitality, Offer Christ, Purpose and Engagement.
This ministry holds training sessions several times a year and one is being
planned in our area. Classes will be held on two Saturdays: October 9 and
October 23, 2021 (you must attend both), from 9:00 to 3:00pm at Cedar Springs
UMC. Cost is $25 and includes your materials and lunch. Class size is limited
Registration deadline is Wednesday, September 22, 2021
Classes being offered are:
Introduction To Lay Ministry: The Basic Course
Instructor: Pastor Terri Cummins
This course is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries. Participants
are encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended
and to consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing
future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being part
of a group that holds members accountable in their discipleship.
Advanced Course: Life Together in the United Methodist Connection (United
Methodist Polity) (required for Lay Speaker Certification)
Instructors: Dave Gombert and Jody Pratt
This course gives participants an overview of the structure and organization of
The United Methodist Church.
Advanced Course: Justice in Everyday Life
Instructor: Sarah Zachow
This course explores the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church.
If you want more info, see Pastor Terri or check our Midwest UMC
website.

Upcoming Sermon Info
For those of you who like to prepare in advance, here are the proposed Scriptures and topics for the upcoming Month.
Date
August 1st
August 8th
August 15th
August 22nd
August 29th
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Scripture
Ephesians 1:3-14
Ephesians 4:25-5:2
Ephesians 5:15-20
Ephesians 6:10-20
TBS
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Sermon Topic
“Blessed to Bless”
“Flipping the Heart”
“Giving Thanks”
“Armored”
Guest Speaker

August 2021
Sun

Mon

Fri

Sat

4
5
Walkers 9am Walkers
Ladies’ Bible 9am
Study at Ann
Buck’s

6
Walkers
9am

7
Music
Celebration
Booth

8
2
10
Membership Walkers 9am Walkers 9am
Sunday
Bible Study
7 pm at
church

11
Walkers 9am
Ladies’ Bible
Study at Ann
Buck’s

13
Walkers
9am
Yard Sale
9—3

14
Yard Sale
9—1

15
Noisy
Offering

16
17
Walkers 9am Walkers 9am
Bible Study
7 pm at
church

18
19
Walkers 9am Walkers
Ladies’ Bible 9am
Study at Ann
Buck’s

20
Walkers
9am

21

22

2
24
Walkers 9am Walkers 9am
Bible Study
7 pm at
church

25
26
Walkers 9am Walkers
Ladies’ Bible 9am
Study at Ann
Buck’s

27
Walkers
9am

28

August
Mission
Ideas:

1) Yard Sale
Items
2) School
Supplies
3) Red Bird
Mission

1
2
Events Meet- Walkers 9am
ing 12:30
Bible Study
7 pm at
church

Blessings of the
Backpacks
10:30

Ice Cream
Social Noon

29

Tue

Wed

3
Walkers 9am
Leadership
Team 7 pm

2

31
Walkers 9am Walkers 9am
Bible Study
7 pm at

church

9

VOL 25 ISSUE 8

Thu

12
Walkers
9am
Serve Team
7 pm

OUR PRAYER LIST

McKenna Sanford
Phyllis Detmer
Oksana Parmenter
Joyce Benedict
Dennis McMillan, member , continued
healing.
Phyllis Hall, member , to accept a move
into Lakeview Terrace Assisted Living.
Relative of Pastor Terri hospitalized with
several serious health issues.
Shelly VandePannes nephew, Brandon Osborn, numer ous health issues.

THOSE UNABLE TO
WORSHIP WITH US

Larry Gray
Phyllis Hall
Norma Larsen
Betty MacTavish
Bill Parmenter
Millie Zenk

Our Youth and the Youth Leaders
Pastor Terri
Each of those Unable to Worship with Us
Our Church Family and the Leaders
Our Nation and World Leaders
Our Missionaries. Paul Weber & David
Speyers and Aaron & Mary VanderSommers

IN SERVICE TO
OUR COUNTRY

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowan, son of Matt and Danielle

Karen Gillett
Kaitlyn Forbush
Tim Painter
Robert Hubscher
Shanna Kuiper
Lella Shadley
Nick Hall
Aubrey Kuiper
Dennis McMillan
Tom Burgess
Dawn Johansen
Shaelynn Moss
Betty Weikel
Robin Frey
Alena Gray
Joseph Kinney
Rayann Leyko
Carol Griffen
Henlay Fahner
Angie Phillips

10

8/3
8/4
8/7
8/8
8/9
8/9
8/11
8/11
8/12
8/14
8/17
8/17
8/17
8/25
8/26
8/27
8/27
8/30
8/31
8/31

Greg & Sue Phillips
8- 1- 87
Mike & Brenda Hall
8-14-82
Jim & Wendy Baty
8-16-03
Marc & Pam Bennett
8-17-85
Steve & Carol McEvoy
8-22-17
Eric & Heather Shadley 8-28-99
Kirk & Shelly VandePanne 8-29-81

Please advise the church office of any changes
necessary to update these lists.
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Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

Heritage UMC
Offering Fellowship
& Worship
Promoting Spiritual Growth
and Sharing the light of
the Lord with all

Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
10 am - 1 2 pm
Monday -Thursday
Closed Friday
Sunday Worship
10:30 am
Office #:
231.937.4310
Fax #:
231.937.7835
Email: church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org

