SEPTEMBER 2021

Pastor’s Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

The loaded station wagon pulled into the only remaining campsite. Four youngsters
leaped from the vehicle and began feverishly unloading gear and setting up a tent. The boys then
rushed off to gather firewood, while the girls and their mother set up the camp stove and cooking
utensils. A nearby camper marveled to the youngsters’ father: “That, sir, is some display of
teamwork.” The father replied, “I have a system. No one goes to the bathroom until the camp is
set up.” ~ Unknown
Motivation! Isn’t it surprising what can be accomplished with the right motivation? Part of my job
as your pastor is to try to motivate you spiritually. This is a daunting task. Some of you are
motivated by emotions. Getting you to see something or do something can usually be accomplished
by pulling on your heart strings. You like a story, you like drama! You are touched by the kids’
message and when they dance. You like to hear and sing songs and you love the pictures that
Shelly puts on the screen.
Some of you are motivated by logic, if I present issues to you in a sensible and logical way,
you are more likely to act. You want facts! You want figures! You want the bottom line! You want
a lot of scripture and not as much singing (except for old favorites). The only thing that you really
enjoy that the rest of them also enjoy is the kids’ activities. You like to see the kids dance, or
talk or whatever.
ALL of our folks love our kids! But for the rest of it, it’s really hard sometimes to put
both styles out there, to touch and motivate both types of folks in our church family. And to be
honest, since I am an emotionally motivated person myself, I struggle most with the logical
side. But, I’m trying. So hear this. WE NEED YOU IN CHURCH! The Pandemic has really really
wounded us. Some of you have legitimate fears about this, and have reached out to let me know
what’s up, thank you, I do understand. But some of you have just ‘gotten out of the
habit’. Friends this is YOUR church family. Each one of you is an integral part of it. And…..well…
we miss you!
So for those of you who are motivated by emotion...... We really do miss you! We want to
put more things in place, children’s dance, small group studies, dramas and more. But we need you
to help, we need your ideas….we need YOU!
And for those who want logic and numbers…we need your help and your input to make
decisions for our congregation. We cannot continue to be the church we want to be with only the
small handful of leadership folks we have…..we need YOU!
Whatever motivates you….please if you are able, come back to church!
Another story on motivation:
There was a young man who took a short cut home late one night through the cemetery. And he fell in an open grave. He called, he tried to climb out. To no avail. There was no one
around to hear his cries or lend a hand. So he settled down in a corner of the grave to wait for
someone to come and help in the morning. A little while later, another person came the same route
through the cemetery, taking the same short cut home and fell in the same grave. He started
clawing and shouting and trying to get out just as the first man had done. Suddenly, the second
fellow heard a voice out of the dark corner of the grave saying, “You can’t get out of
here.” Oh….but he did!
Tee hee, hope to see ya in church!
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Lay Servant Training
Lay Servant Ministries is one of the significant lay leadership development
programs available within the United Methodist connection. Through this system
of equipping and empowering, lay servants have the opportunity to grow as
disciples of Jesus Christ who then go and make other disciples. Lay Servant
ministries can be a significant component of any discipleship system providing
training in Hospitality, Offer Christ, Purpose and Engagement.
This ministry holds training sessions several times a year and one is being
planned in our area. Classes will be held on two Saturdays: October 9 and
October 23, 2021 (you must attend both), from 9:00 to 3:00pm at Cedar Springs
UMC. Cost is $25 and includes your materials and lunch. Class size is limited
Registration deadline is Wednesday, September 22, 2021
Classes being offered are:
Introduction To Lay Ministry: The Basic Course
Instructor: Pastor Terri Cummins
This course is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries. Participants
are encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended
and to
consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing
future leaders, remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being
part of a group that holds members accountable in their discipleship.
Advanced Course: Life Together in the United Methodist Connection (United
Methodist Polity) (required for Lay Speaker Certification)
Instructors: Dave Gombert and Jody Pratt
This course gives participants an overview of the structure and organization of
The United Methodist Church.
Advanced Course: Justice in Everyday Life
Instructor: Sarah Zachow
This course explores the Social Principles of The United Methodist Church.
If you want more info, see Pastor Terri or check our Midwest UMC website.
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Church Conference
Every year our church leadership fills out forms and makes decisions about and for this
church congregation. The forms we fill out let our District know how we are doing, what we are
doing, and where we want to go as a church family. We report on our budget, we report on our
giving, we report on attendance. We also let our District know what is going well and what is not
going well. We advise them on our demographics and on the type of church we want to
be.
Leadership for the coming year is chosen and a report on how the pastor is doing is
compiled. This information helps the District to not only know how we are doing but it gives them
information so that when/if a pastor change is needed, they will have a better idea of what is
needed in a pastoral ‘fit’.
This Conference is also a time when we can celebrate what we have accomplished. And in
the past couple of years accomplishments have been hard won. It’s hard to be church in a
quarantined environment. But even so, we have some accomplishments to celebrate. As hard as it
has been for us, we have still ‘done’ church! We have paid all of our Ministry Shares! We have
managed to find new ways to connect. We are different, but we ARE church!
Our Church Conference is scheduled for Saturday, September 18th. We will be doing it
again this year via ZOOM. It will start with our DS, Rev. Dr. Margie Crawford, meeting with our
SPRC committee at 3pm. Then, at 3:45, our Leadership will be invited in to the ZOOM
meeting. Unfortunately, we cannot meet church-wide in person yet for this Conference, but I am
praying that next year we can celebrate our year in our sanctuary! In person!!

Until then, know that your leadership is very proud of the work that is still being done, and
we are grateful for all that our church family has accomplished. There will be Conference packets
for anyone who wants one. These packets will contain copies of our new Leadership roster, a copy
of our budget, and other forms that we submitted this year. This packet will be available to
anyone who wants one by Sunday September 12th. Leadership who plan to attend the ZOOM
meeting should be sure and pick one up before the meeting.
Thanks again to everyone for a great year!

3

VOL 23 ISSUE 9

Santa
is Coming to Heritage!

Pastor Vacay
Pastor Terri will be on vacation
and out of the state for the last two
weeks in September. There will be
another Pastor available for emergency calls. If you have an emergency,
contact the church office (937-4310)
during business hours, or Viv (616-299
-4762) or Holly (517-281-8832). They
will get in touch with the emergency
pastor and pass on your information.

While Pastor Terri is on vacation,
Santa will be filling in! All you kids
should be sure to get your parents to
put Sunday, September 19th on your
calendar for CHURCH! Santa will be
here to share some time with
you! You don’t want to miss this!!!!!

Generosity Team Update
“BE COOL”
Greetings Heritage UMC Family. At the
last church Leadership Meeting our Trustee
Committee advised that both ceiling fans in
the church are in need of replacement. One
fan has stopped working altogether, and the
other is showing signs of strain and loss of
function. Trustees advise that the cost of
fan replacement (including labor charges, lift
systems to install, etc.) would be between
$500 and $600. Anyone wishing to make a
contribution toward the cost of fan
replacement may do so by providing a donation
marked “Fan Replacement”, mailed to the
church; dropped off in the office; or
identified and placed in the collection plate
during Sunday service. It is our intention to
report such needs, as they arise, to the
congregation so that we may all know where
our financial offerings are directed. Once
again we thank you for your generosity and
support. God Bless.
With respect and Gratitude,

Steve McEvoy
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Walk. Give. Change the world.
Our community believes in ending
hunger. And, in 2021, we will continue to
fight against the new challenges of disease
and disaster that leave people hungry. Join
with us in raising funds to help neighbors
near and far get the meals they need this
year. 25% of funds raised will stay here at
Helping Hands.
This year we will be walking on Sunday,
October 10th at Ensley Park (or anywhere
else where you feel comfortable). Sign in is
at 1:30 and the walk begins at 2pm.
If
you want to walk, contact Paul Eickenroth
for a packet. If you want to donate, see
Paul or Nicole or Pastor Terri or anyone
else who is walking. We make it easy, you
can go on line and donate to us too!
Together, we can help end hunger in our
community and around the world!
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Engage Michigan
Engage Michigan is the new mission
engagement program for the Michigan
Conference.
It challenges Michigan
Conference congregations to comprehensive missional learning, giving and action
with the goal of encouraging us to shift
from a mindset of ‘ministry to’ to a
‘ministry with’ mindset. The Engage MI
program
consists
of
three
focus
areas: Learn, Give, Act.
This month, our opportunities to
serve/give are:

Blankets – Blankets- Blankets!
We will be collecting Blankets for
Helping Hands to give out to those in our
community who need them.
We will also be accepting your cash
donations to help CWS provide Blankets
and tools internationally. These blankets
help
us
respond
to
those
who
experience disaster. Some are used for
tents for temporary housing. Blankets are
a way to give comfort and warmth to those
who are suffering in communities around
the world. Please give as you are able.

Missionary Support
Your Serve team has chosen to
support missionary, JOSÉ ROBERTO
PEÑA from Central America.
The Rev. José Roberto PeñaNazario is a missionary with the
General Board of Global Ministries
of The United Methodist Church is
assigned as Pastorate of the United
Methodist Mission in Honduras. He
also has pastoral responsibilities at Danli
Central United Methodist Church.
As a pastor, José is responsible for
developing new churches, bringing new
members into the Christian community,
developing leadership, and assisting
people in the community to improve
their living conditions.
Thank you so much for your
prayerful generosity!

Events Team Meets Again!
Christian Education Committee
We will be having a short Christian
Education meeting on Tuesday, September
14 at 7 pm at the church. We will discuss
curriculum and Christmas plans. Anyone
interested in helping to reach our kids is
welcome to join us.
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We have got a good start on
getting some fun Events on the
calendar. If you are willing to help,
please grab a cookie and a beverage
and meet in the conference room after
our
Sunday
service on Sunday,
September 5th. We’ve got some great
things planned but need lots of
excited helpers!
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Coffee Hour Volunteers

RADA Knives
We will be selling RADA Knives
from Sept. 7th thru Dec, 1st. There
will be books out on the table at
Church and you can order as you like.
We hope to have a minimum of $150
in orders each time I send them in. We
make 40% on all orders and this will go
to the mortgage fund.
We hope to have 10 books so you
can take one home to look it over but
PLEASE bring them back the next
week.
Thank You!!

Hurray !! The restrictions
have been lifted!! We are definitely
enjoying our weekly Coffee Fellowship after Sunday morning worship.
We need 2 people a week to set up
cookies, juice and coffee. Please
help revitalize our fellowship time!!
Lets all get reacquainted!
9/5

Marg

Morgan

&

Brenda
Burgess

9/12 VandePannes
9/19 Makenna Sanford
9/26 Volunteer Needed

Please
call Viv in the Church
Office to add your name or Sign up
on the Clip Board by the Office on
Sunday Mornings.

We need YOU!!!

Concession Stand
Please watch for information on the
Concession Stand for Soccer. The season
starts in September and runs about 6
weeks on Saturdays. Whether you can
help an hour or all morning YOUR help is
appreciated.

Upcoming Sermon Info
For those of you who like to prepare in advance, here are the proposed Scriptures and topics
for the upcoming Month.

Date
September 5th
September 12th
September 19th
September 26th
7

Scripture
Psalm 125
Mark 8:27-38
Guest Speaker-Santa!!!!!
Guest Speaker
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Sermon Topic
“Standing Firm”
“Who is Jesus”
TBA
TBA

THOSE UNABLE TO
WORSHIP WITH US

OUR PRAYER LIST

Betty MacTavish r ecently hospitalized with a high
fever.
Helen Johnson’s brother-in-law, Joe Tilton, diagnosed with terminal brain cancer.
Larry and Sandy Gray both r ecently hospitalized.
Garold Sparks, Phyllis Detmer ’s brother in law,
recently had his left leg amputated.
Mary Carlisle’s son, Ed, r ecently hospitalized with
esophageal problems and may need further procedures.
Shelly VandePanne’s Nephew, Brandon, hospitalized again.
Betty Weikel’s friends in Montana who had to
evacuate their home due to raging forest fires.
Betty MacTavish’s friend, Maury, diagnosed with
cancer.
Tori Grant is requesting prayers for her Afghani
students who ar e in Amer ica with families facing
significant danger in Afghanistan.
DeeAnn Wabeke’s son, Jeremy, needs a r ental place
in Cedar Springs.
Pastor Terri
All the children and teachers returning to school .
Our church youth and their leaders.
Armed Services Personnel
American & World’s leaders
Our Church Leaders
Our Church Family

Larry Gray
Phyllis Hall
Norma Larsen
Bill Parmenter
Millie Zenk

WELCOME
NEW MEMBERS!!

Henry & Yvonne Johnson
Harold Wind

IN SERVICE TO
OUR COUNTRY

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowan, son of Matt & Danielle

SEPTEMBER
Michael Hall
Dennis Delany
Helen Johnson
Russell Elford, Sr
Kathleen McFarlane
Jim Bronakowski
Donald MacTavish
Phyllis Detmer
Cathan Garehan
Jill Hall
Jan Parmenter
Marcus Hall
Letitia Sweet
Rita Huffman
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9-4
9-10
9-10
9-12
9-14
9-16
9-17
9-18
9-19
9-19
9-21
9-24
9-25
9-27

SEPTEMBER
Joe & Donna Kinney
Rick & Lorie Fahner
John & Rita Huffman
Scott & Dawn Johansen
Charles & Debra Hendriksma
Ryan & Amy Jo Bennett

9- 3-67
9 -5-81
9-8-12
9-20-97
9-20-97
9-28-13

Please advise the church office of any changes
necessary to update these lists.
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Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

Blood Drive

September 15th
3pm to 7pm
At Church

Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
9 am - 2 pm
Monday - Thursday
Closed Fridays
Sunday Worship
10:30 am
Office #:
231.937.4310
Fax #:
231.937.7835
Email:
church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org

