OCTOBER 2021

Pastor’s Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

OCTOBER!!!!! Already!!!!!! The time just seems to be FLYING!!!! Soon it will be
Thanksgiving and then we will be in Advent. Are you ready? I mean, are you spiritually
ready?
All the things happening in our world; hurricanes, earthquakes, floods, fires. Some
have been saying that it’s a sign that the end is near. If they’re right…..are you ready? I
mean, are you spiritually ready?
The next few weeks…leading right into Advent…we are going to be looking at that
question and hopefully making some changes and some adjustments. We need to get
ourselves prepared. We need to get our spiritual lives in a place that if Jesus returns, or
if God just calls us home, we are ready! We also need to look around us and see all that
still needs to be done, not just in our own lives, but in the lives of others. Are THEY
ready? Have we done our part in offering them the Good News so that they can prepare
themselves? If you look around honestly, you’ll see that we have a LOT of work yet to
do. So folks, let’s get to it! Let’s decide to get our spiritual lives in shape. Wouldn’t that
be a great gift to give God and ourselves for Christmas this year? Wouldn’t that be a
great gift of gratitude for us to honor Christ’s sacrifice?
We will begin our Spiritual transformation workout on Sunday October 3 with
World Communion Sunday! World Communion! What a great place to start! Then, like
every good workout, we’ll work on a bunch of different spiritual muscles. We’ll work on
gratitude, missions, personal discipline. We’ll talk about God’s AMAZING love for us and
how He longs to hear from us. We’ll remember the lessons that Christ gave us and we’ll
exercise our hearts and watch them grow. We are going to transform! We are going to
build up our spiritual muscles and get spiritually healthy!
There is going to be some work involved. Some exercises may leave you sore and in
pain, but at the end of it, I hope that we can all stand in front of our Christmas trees and
present God with our strong faith and our spiritually healthy hearts. That is our goal.
So call your friends and invite them to come along. The more the merrier! (Isn’t it
always more fun to go to do a workout with a friend or two?) But be sure to let them know
what they are signing up for. We are going to work hard to get ready for whatever God
has planned. We are going to get ourselves to a place where if God asks us, ‘do you trust
me?’, we can answer without hesitation…..”Yes, Lord!” We are going to walk in our faith
more confidently and we are going to be able to follow Christ and carry His cross without
effort. We are going to be spiritually fit! It’s going to take 3 months of hard work. Are
you ready?
Shalom!
rd
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Engage Michigan
Engage Michigan is the new mission engagement program for the
Michigan Conference. It challenges Michigan Conference congregations to comprehensive missional learning, giving and action with the
goal of encouraging us to shift from a mindset of ‘ministry to’ to a
‘ministry with’ mindset. The Engage MI program consists of three
focus areas: Learn, Give, Act.
This month, our opportunities to serve/give are:

Crop Walk!

We will be walking on Sunday, October 10 . Please be sure to
either WALK or SPONSOR someone.
th

Also
Your Serve team has chosen to support missionary, JOSÉ
ROBERTO PEÑA from Central America.
The Rev. José Roberto Peña-Nazario is a missionary with the
General Board of Global Ministries of The United Methodist Church
assigned as Pastorate, United Methodist Mission in Honduras. He also
has pastoral responsibilities at Danli Central United Methodist
Church. As a pastor, José is responsible for developing new
churches, bringing new
members into the Christian community,
developing leadership, and assisting people in the community to
improve their living conditions.

Check out the Mission Bulletin Board near in the hall near the
kitchen for our monthly Mission ideas!
Thank you so much for your prayerful generosity!
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RADA Knives

Coffee Hour Volunteers
Hurray !! The restrictions have
been lifted!!
We are
definitely
enjoying
our
weekly Coffee
Fellowship after Sunday morning
worship. We need 2 people a week
to set up cookies, juice and coffee.
Please help revitalize our fellowship
time!! Lets all get reacquainted!
10/3 MaKenna Sanford &
Penny Bronakowski
10/10 Volunteers Needed
10/17 Volunteers Needed
10/24 Volunteers Needed
10/31 Volunteers Needed

We will be selling RADA Knives
from Sept. 7th thru Dec, 1st. There
will be books out on the table at
Church and you can order as you like.
We hope to have a
minimum of
$150 in orders each time I send
them in.
We make 40% on all
orders and this will go to the
mortgage fund.
We hope to have 10 books so
you can take one home to look it over
but PLEASE bring them back the
next week.
Thank You!!

Please
call Viv in the Church
Office to add your name or Sign up
on the Clip Board by the Office on
Sunday Mornings.

Puppett Talk Leader/
Sunday School Teacher
Needed
We are in need of a Sunday school
teacher for the 4th Sunday of each
month. Sunday School occurs after the
Children’s Time in morning worship and
lasts til the end of worship time...about
1/2 hour or a little more. Lessons and
craft ideas are provided and Puppets will
be supplied
We have a multi-age group ranging
from 2 –8 children.

Concession Stand
Help is needed for the Concession
Stand for Soccer. The season started in
September and runs about 6 weeks on
Saturdays. Whether you can help an
hour or all morning YOUR help is
appreciated especially on October 16.
We are in the shed to the west of the
church.

Trunk or Treat
Mark your calendar to join us for
Trunk or Treating on October 30th
at 6:00. Watch Facebook and the
weekly bulletin for more details. We
do welcome candy donations too.

If you can help, please call Pastor Terri
today.
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Generosity Reminder
Important reminder…. If you have not yet completed and returned your confidential
2021 Pledge Letter, please do so as soon as you can. Our church depends upon the
participation and support of all members to assure that we “make ends meet” and “stay
afloat”. Please pray about the most you can give (even now); return your Letter; and
use your Sunday envelopes. The Holy Spirit will guide you favorably. God Bless!

Steve McEvoy

Walk. Give. Change the world.
Our community believes in ending hunger. And, in 2021, we will continue to fight
against the new challenges of disease and disaster that leave people hungry. Join with
us in raising funds to help neighbors near and far get the meals they need this
year. 25% of funds raised will stay here at Helping Hands.
This year we will be walking on Sunday, October 10th at Ensley Park (or anywhere
else where you feel comfortable). Sign in is at 1:30 and the walk begins at 2pm. If you
want to walk, contact Paul for a packet. If you want to donate, see Paul or Nicole or
Pastor Terri or anyone else who is walking. We make it easy, you can go on line and
donate to us too! Walkers and volunteers are still needed.
Together, we can help end hunger in our community and around the world!
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Generosity Team Update
“BE COOL”
Greetings Heritage UMC Family. At the
last church Leadership Meeting our Trustee
Committee advised that both ceiling fans in
the church are in need of replacement. One
fan has stopped working altogether, and the
other is showing signs of strain and loss of
function. Trustees advise that the cost of
fan replacement (including labor charges, lift
systems to install, etc.) would be between
$500 and $600. Anyone wishing to make a
contribution toward the cost of fan
replacement may do so by providing a donation
marked “Fan Replacement”, mailed to the
church; dropped off in the office; or
identified and placed in the collection plate
during Sunday service. It is our intention to
report such needs, as they arise, to the
congregation so that we may all know where
our financial offerings are directed. Once
again we thank you for your generosity and
support. God Bless.

On the first Sunday in October, United
Methodist congregations join many Christian
churches across the globe in celebrating
World Communion Sunday. We hope YOU will
join us for this celebration of unity.
United Methodists believe in an open table,
anyone may receive communion. Our Book of
Worships says, “All who intend to lead a
Christian life, together with their children,
are invited to receive the bread and cup.”
In United Methodist Churches around the
world, a special offering is collected
on World Communion Sunday to fund scholarships for seminarians.

With respect and Gratitude,

Steve McEvoy

Women's Bible Study,
meets Wednesday evenings
6:30pm - 8:00pm.
Our new study is “Dance, Stand, Run”

Help Wanted
Looking for a place to
serve? Our church still has many open
positions. Don’t wait for someone to
ASK YOU! Let us know you are ready to
help. Give us some ideas of where you
feel
your
strengths
and
talents
are. THIS IS YOUR CHURCH and we
NEED you!

We will be meeting Ann Buck’s home. If
you need a book ,please contact Ann Buck
at 616-862-6686 text or call, or by
email 1983abuck@gmail.com.

We REALLY need leaders for
our Youth Group. Won’t YOU help?
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We’d love to have you join us.

Glow Kids

Men’s Breakfast

This new fellowship opportunity is
being offered on Monday nights beginning Oct 25th from 4 to 7 pm. Adults
and children will work together to make
a craft and enjoy a light meal. “Kids”
ages 3 yrs to 100 yrs are welcome, but
the little ones MUST be accompanied
by a parent, grandparent or other
adult.
RSVP is essential!!
So call the
church office 231-937-4310 or call
Debbie Castle to let us know you are
coming. We must know of all allergies
as well as have adequate food for the
meal. We also must have enough craft
supplies for all.
Volunteer workers are needed too
so call or text Debbie at 616 450 1148.

Saturday, October 2nd is the monthly
Christian Men’s Breakfast at Catch
120 near Howard City. Join us at
7 am for a time of food and
fellowship.

Sew Happy
Our Sew Happy Group has started up
again for fall. Join Debbie Castle and
friends for fun, crafts and fellowship
each Wednesday from 10 am to 3 pm
at the church. We have potlucks for
lunch or you can bring your own lunch.
We’d be “Sew Happy” to see you
there!!

Upcoming Sermon Info

For those of you who like to prepare in advance, here are the proposed Scriptures and
topics for the upcoming Month.

Date
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October 3rd

Scripture

Matthew 8:10-13

Sermon Topic
“BIG Faith”

October 10th

Matthew 7:24-27

“Applied Truth”

October 17th

Proverbs 13:20

“Difference Makers”

October 24th

Matthew 6:2-4

“Personal Discipline”

October 31st

Matthew 14:19-21

“Personal Ministry”
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THOSE UNABLE
TO WORSHIP

OUR PRAYER LIST
Dan & Viv Wright’s family with the r ecent
passing of Viv’s Aunt Jean and also the accidental death of Jean's brother who was on his
way to the funeral.
Norma Larsen r ecently hospitalized with
congestive heart failure.
The Gray Family due to Larry’s recent hospitalization and then a fall as well as Sandy
having outpatient hernia repair. Their daughter, Sara, is also having health issues.
Kirk VandePanne having issues with his
back.
Don Boezwinkle also put his back out.
Michelle Summit has been exposed to
COVID and not feeling well. Also prayers
that her daughters stay healthy.
Penny Bronakowski’s friends, Mar shall &
Yvonne Olsen, hospitalized with COVID.
The Zenk family with the passing of Millie
Zenk.
Jan Knox’s Family with the passing on
Jan’s Granddaughter.
Arlene Butler’s Family with the passing of
Arlene’s daughter.
Our Youth and their Leaders
Each of Those Unable to Worship with us.
Our Church Leaders & Pastor Terri
Our World and National Leaders
Missionary
Hose
Roberto
Pena in
Honduras

Larry Gray
Phyllis Hall
Don Arndt
Norma Larsen
Bill Parmenter
Betty MacTavish

BAPTISMS
Tony Finch and daughter Mya,
son and granddaughter of Dan & Viv Wright

IN SERVICE TO
OUR COUNTRY

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowan, son of Matt and Danielle

OCTOBER

OCTOBER
Dale Ozinga
Rachel Summit
Viola Wright
Linda Hubscher
Nick VandePanne
Norman Sweet
April Gilbert
Jeff Thomas
Rex Castle
Tori McGarvey Grant

10-1
10-2
10-7
10-13
10-13
10-14
10-15
10-18
10-30
10-31

Peter & Michelle Summit
Rex & Debbie Castle
Lyle & Carol Griffen
Tom & Brenda Burgess

Please advise the church office of any changes
necessary to update these lists.
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10-6
10-16
10-20
10-23

Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

Plan to join us for our

Gratitude Dinner
Sunday, Nov. 7th

Details coming soon……...
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Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
9 am - 2 pm
Monday - Thursday
Closed Fridays
Sunday Worship
10:30 am
Office #:
231.937.4310
Fax #:
231.937.7835
Email:
church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org

