DECEMBER 2021

Pastor’s Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

“But God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.” ~ Romans 5:8
You’ve been RACKED! That’s what the note said that came with the
basket of goodies that some anonymous person left on my doorstep. The
note went on to say: “This Christmas season we are counting down the
days by sharing RANDOM ACTS OF CHRISTMAS KINDNESS with
precious people like you! We pray amazing blessings on you today. You
are so loved! And that’s exactly how I felt when I found that basket of
cookies and candies and when I read that note! I felt loved!

This Advent/Christmas season we plan to focus on our hearts
and
how we can grow them. In a world that is as messed up as this one, we really
need help there. It doesn’t feel like very fertile ground to grow big grateful
hearts. But, friends, we don’t have to feel that way! Often times we can lift
our spirits and grow our hearts by simply making the decision to do so.
Instead of focusing on unmet expectations, CHOOSE to focus on unexpected
blessings. Really look around at what you have and be grateful! Look at the
beautiful sunsets we have, feel the warmth of your grandchild’s hug, taste
the sweetness in the sticky fudge you make with your children, hear the
blessings of Christmas songs and take in the wonderful smell of the
Christmas tree! Use your senses for those little everyday things that we so
often take for granted. Don’t miss out on the joy they bring!
My Christmas wish for you all this year is that you find hope in the love
of God and His promises, that you find peace in knowing that you have been
and are doing your best in these difficult times, that you realize and
celebrate the Love that is in your life with those all around you, and that you
know and live in the joy of Christ!
Merry
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Covid News
Friends, I have been given some alarming news. Covid continues to be on the rise
and is worse than it ever has been in our region. During the week of 11/19/2021,
Michigan had more cases than any other state. As of 11/19/2021, there were 25 people
in county hospitals, 4 in ICU and 3 on vents. In our region, there are 637 hospitalized,
118 in ICU, 97 on vents and 16 kids! There were 931 NEW Montcalm cases in the 30 day
period ending 11-12-21!
I am told that from Jan 15 through November 5 in Michigan, 88% of cases have
been in unvaccinated people.
88.2% of hospitalizations have been unvaccinated
people. 87% of deaths have been unvaccinated people. PLEASE!!! If you are not
vaccinated, pray about and rethink your decision. We want everyone to be safe and
healthy. If you are qualified to get a booster, please do it now!
There is a very real chance that due to the numbers, we may have to go back to our
Covid Protocols of masking and distancing to keep everyone safe.
This is
unfortunate! We are just beginning to see some of you back in church, and we have some
new folks coming too. But, we do not want anyone to catch anything but ‘the spirit’ at our
services!
If we decide to implement protocols, we will post the information on our Facebook
pages. But be prepared with a mask when you come to church, just in case.
Take care of yourselves, mask up, wash up and distance!
Your church family loves you!

Engage Michigan
Engage Michigan is the new mission engagement program for the Michigan
Conference. It challenges Michigan Conference congregations to comprehensive missional
learning, giving and action with the goal of encouraging us to shift from a mindset of
‘ministry to’ to a ‘ministry with’ mindset. The Engage MI program consists of three focus
areas: Learn, Give, Act.
This month, our opportunities to serve/give are:

Christmas Gifts for area kids

Most of us already have our giving bag and list. There are over 100 needy
Tri-County kids who signed up this year. Please help as you can.
Check out the Mission Bulletin Board near in the hall near the kitchen for our
monthly Mission ideas!
Thank you so much for your prayerful generosity!
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Let’s Keep Connected!
We NEED to keep connected as a church family. This Advent/
Christmas season we plan to focus on our hearts and how we can grow
them. In a world that is as messed up as this one, we really need help
there. It doesn’t feel like very fertile ground to grow big grateful
hearts. Often times we can lift our spirits and grow our hearts by
simply making the decision to do so. This is what I hope we can focus
on during this year’s Advent/Christmas season.

Daily Devotions

Back by popular demand, we are doing daily devotions on-line
during the Advent season. Beginning Sunday, November 28th, there
will be a morning advent lesson before 9am for adults and beginning
December 1 one will be posted by 6pm for children. Just pull up
our Facebook page and join in. Please be sure to make a comment so
that I know who is with us.
st

ADVENT Study

Advent Study is happening beginning Monday, November 29th at
7pm. There will be NO BOOKS needed. We will be studying and
discussing items from the previous Sunday’s sermon.
Please plan to join us!

Hey Kids!

Do you know this guy? He’s going to be the focus on some fun
we’ll be having in Sunday School! The adults will be hearing about him
too and their sermon lessons will coincide with what we’ll be learning
about! This should make for some GREAT family discussions at the
Sunday dinner table! Everyone, invite your friends. We’re gonna
have LOTS of fun!
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Heritage United Methodist Church
Leadership Meeting
November 2, 2021
People in Attendance: Shelly VandePanne (Leadership Chair), Ann Buck (Treasurer), Lori Fahner (Memorial
Chair), Dan Wright (Finance/Trustee Chari), Viv Wright (Church Secretary), Paul Eickenroth (Seve Chair), Diana
McGarvey (Recording Secretary), Marjorie Morgan and Pastor Terri
❖ Finance/Treasurer Report: Ann Buck
❖ District Ministry Shares is 100% paid, Conference Ministry Shares has 1 more payment ❖ Loan Meeting
December 1, current mortgage at Independent Bank will be done in January/February.
❖ Ann asked that the coffee hour money be moved to the general fund.

General Fund

May

Contributions
Expenses
Balance

11,267.23
11,428.06
6,590.91

June

July

August

September

October

14,350.00
12,577.43
8,363.48

6,601.31
12,436.15
2,578.54

13,338.32
11,387.88
4,529.08

10,637.50
14,526.35
640.23

12,556.47
9,819.05
3,377.65

July

August

September

October

1,621.13
2,198.19

1,545.10
1,798.19

4,898.08
1,748.19

1,493.53
1,610.19

Mortgage Fund May

June

Contributions
Expenses

1,330.17
1,598.19

1,160.15
1,973.19

Balance

4,159.18

3,346.14

Mortgage Principal Balance
Memorial Fund May
June
Balance

1,441.43

1,441.49

2,769.08

2,515.99

2,332.88

2,216.22

$80,762.79
July
1,441.55

August
1,441.61

September
1,591.67

October
1,756.74

❖ Committee Reports:
❖ Event– ▪ Trunk or Treat- about half the kids we normally get. Did a raffle and got a mailing list of the children that attended. Mentioned maybe sitting up tent in the park. ▪ November 7, All Saint Sunday/Gratitude Dinner ▪ November 14, Veterans
Sunday ▪ November 21 Thanksgiving Sunday ▪ November 28, Advent
❖ Nominations (Pastor Terri)
▪ Henry Johnson would like to be on the Trustee Committee.
❖ Serve (Paul Eickenroth)
Crop Walk- 15 walkers, $4,436.00 raised. HUMC raised $2,146.00 ▪ Blood Drive– Next drive
November 17 • Lost blood reserved in years. They are starting to ask locations to double up if they can. ▪ November 12Benefit sing, hosted at HUMC, need refreshments - free will offering ▪ November 21 Christmas Shoe Boxes are due.
➢ Trustee (Dan Wright) Parts of the church roof is being repaired, cost not to exceed $1500.00. • Fan Replacement happening soon, will do the outlets for concession stand at the same time. • Sanctuary window has been repaired • Steve and Dan to
repaint ceiling, once roof is repaired • Garey is coming in to close the glass doors to help with heat. • Propane supply line at
the parsonage has also been repaired. • The removal of the 2 small dead trees by propane tank at the parsonage. Wood from
them to be given to someone who needs it. • Sub pump in the parsonage basement is doing its job • Harold Winn is doing the
yard upkeep at the parsonage • Heckman & Sons will be doing the snow removal again this year.
th

Pastor Report
▪ Church use forms- the office will be getting a tighter rein on who is using, what part of the church and at what
time. Possible google form for reserving the church. ▪ Blue Christmas will not be happening this December, was
mentioned to maybe video tape the service to show on Church page or website.
❖ New Business
▪ Marjorie Morgan has willed her home on 10.01 acres of land to the foundation. All the paperwork has been done.
Her son will have a life lease. Then she would like to have the property sold and split 50/50 between Heritage and
Helping Hands. Lorie Fahner asked her what she would like us to do with the money and Marjorie replied that she
would like to have it put towards the mortgage, and for Helping Hands to add an addition for clothing. A Huge
Thank you to Marjorie for her donation to our Church.
▪ New Church shirts

The next Leadership Team meeting: January 4, at 7:00 pm
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Christmas Eve
Worship

GENEROSITY TEAM
OUTREACH

We are planning to have two
services on Christmas Eve. The
first one, will be “A Family
Christmas”
and will begin at
7pm. Kids can come in their pjs so
they are all ready for bed when
they get home (don’t want Santa to
catch them up too late!).
Then, at 11pm, we will have
a
quiet
candlelight
service
together. Hope you are able to
come to one or both.

Special Services

Special Advent services begin
on November 28th. We have a fun
theme planned that will help us to
focus our thoughts on ‘growing our
hearts’. A special guest has been
invited to help.
I hope you will join us and
bring your friends and family. We
hope that your hearts will be
blessed by these services!
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Greetings Heritage UMC Family. As our
periodic and continuing needs arise,
Pastor Terri and the Generosity Team
wish to illuminate for the congregation
our specific needs and the associated
causes. Recently the church furnace
required significant repair, (a new
blower, fuses, filters, etc.). The cost
of these repairs was $1,141.41. We
paid for the repairs from our
Investment Maintenance Account which
substantially diminished the account
total. With winter coming on and the
need for further roof repair, we will
need to replace those funds as soon as
possible. Once again we must call upon
your generosity to aid in this
endeavor. Those of you who wish to
make an offering toward the cost of
furnace repair may do so by using one
of the collection envelopes specifically
marked “Maintenance Fund” (Furnace
Fund Replacement) located on the table
in the foyer (Narthex), or you may
choose to use one of your own Sunday
collection envelopes which you can
specifically mark for the “Maintenance
Fund”
(Furnace
Fund
Replacement). Any manner and any amount you
contribute
will
be
very
much
appreciated. In gratitude to God for
all He has given us, we thank you for
your continued generosity. God Bless.
With Respect and Gratitude,
Steve McEvoy
Generosity Team Coordinator
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Saturdays: January 8 and February 5 from 9am-3pm (snow date is February 12)
Pierson: Heritage UMC
19931 W. Kendaville Rd.
Pierson, MI 49339
Cost: $25 including class and lunch
Books: Students will order their own books -- an order link will be emailed with the
class confirmation.
Registration deadline is December 30, 2021
Class size is limited - register today!
Introduction To Lay Ministry: The Basic Course
Instructor: Pastor Terri Cummins
This course is foundational for all courses in Lay Servant Ministries. Participants are
encouraged to discover and employ personal spiritual gifts as God intended and to
consider the importance of exercising servant leadership, developing future leaders,
remaining rooted in consistent spiritual practices, and being part of a group that holds
members accountable in their discipleship.
Advanced Course: Leading Worship
Instructors: Jody Pratt
Advanced Course: Aging in Ministry
Instructor: Keith Caldwell
If you have questions, please contact Liz Bode lbode@michiganumc.org

Midwest District Winter 2022 Lay Servant Classes Registration
Midwest District Winter 2022 Lay Servant Class Registration

*****Special note - Registration is live NOW ! Deadline is December 31. Link is: https://michiganumc.org/event/midwest-layservant-classes/2022-01-08/
Questions? See Pastor Terri
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Blue Christmas
Service
This year’s Blue Christmas
Service will be on-line only. If you or
someone you know is
having trouble
finding joy during the holiday season
because of a loss of someone you love,
or the loss of a job, or the loss of a
relationship or just because……. this
service is for you. It will be posted on
our Facebook pages, both private and
public on Tuesday,
December 21st at 7pm.

Men’s Breakfast
All men of the church are
invited to join us at 7 am on
December 4
(and 1st Saturday
of every month) for breakfast and
Christian fellowship at Catch 120
near Howard City.

December Services
In December, we are going to be growing our hearts! We hope you will
make a special effort to join us on our Advent journey as we prepare for the
birth of Jesus Christ. Come! Grow your heart with us!
For those of you who like to prepare in advance, here are the proposed
Scriptures and topics for the upcoming Month.
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Date

Scripture

Sermon Topic

December 5th

Isaiah 11:6-9

“Is This REALLY
Christmas?

December 12th

Luke 1:26-38

“Love Lights Shine”

December 19

Psalm 136:1-3
and Luke 2:12

When the Joy Song Sings”

December 24th @7

Luke 2:1-20

“The Family Celebration”

December 24th @11

Isaiah 9:6 and John 1:29

“The Manger of Love”

th
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THOSE UNABLE TO
WORSHIP WITH US

OUR PRAYER LIST
Jan Parmenter’s sister, Jill , passed away.
Shelly VandePannes sister Nikki’s tumor is
benign.
Brenda Burgess’ Aunt passed away.
Diana McGarvey’s Uncle Ron was recently
hospitalized.
Carissa Spencer’s infant friend hospitalized
with RSV given oxygen and feeding tube.
Carol McEvoy dealing with some medical
issues.
Brandon Osborne, relative of VandePannes
recently hospitalized with pneumonia.
2 of Kirk VandePanne’s sisters tested positive for COVID.
Vicky Paulen recently hospitalized with
COVID complicated by asthma.
Jim Bronakowski fell and injured his back.
Unspoken prayer requests.
Jan Parmenter’s sister Penni recently hospitalized with COVID.
All School Teachers, students and Personnel.
Our Youth and their Leaders
Each of Those Unable to Worship with us.
Our Missionaries .
Pastor Terri & Our Church Leaders.
Our World and National Leaders
Our Service Men and Women

Larry Gray
Phyllis Hall
Bill Parmenter
Betty MacTavish

IN SERVICE TO OUR

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowan, son of Matt and
Danielle

Don’t
forget to reserve your
spot for Monday Night
GLOW Kids.
Call church today!!

Bradley Hall
Wayla McMillan
Holly Fahner
Doug McGarvey
Susan Amacher
Chris Poprawski
Brynn VanderMeulen
Diana McGarvey
Alex Gray
Don Arndt
Isla Fahner
Madison Thun
Carol McEvoy
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12/1
12/4
12/6
12/8
12/10
12/11
12/14
12/15
12/16
12/22
12/22
12/23
12/31

Scott & Nicole Urbon
Dick & Lorna Holbrook
Bob & Linda Hubscher
Keith & Terri Grannis
Don & Pat Bauman
Harold & Bernie Wind

12/03/2011
12/14/1970
12/15/1990
12/18/1975
12/21/1968
12/31/1987

Please advise the church office of any changes
necessary to update these lists.
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Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
9 am - 2 pm
Monday - Thursday
Closed Fridays
Sunday Worship
10:30 am
Office #:
231.937.4310
Fax #:
231.937.7835
Email:
church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org
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