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Pastor’s Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

I didn’t really hear her at first. Well, I heard but I didn’t completely understand. That happens sometimes on Sunday, especially after the service. People tell me
things or say things to me as I am rushing here or there.
Sometimes I ‘m just not as
focused on them as I should be, so their words just float over my head. There’s just too
much going on…..too many people needing something or saying something, or calling my
name. And she….well…..she is so small and so young and so soft spoken…..her words …..just
didn’t register with me. That is….not until her grandma translated.
I had just given her and her sister a small plastic heart. (The kids always like to
come in my office after service and see what treasures I might have to share.) Grandma
had reminded them to ‘say thank you to Pastor Terri’! I heard one voice say ‘Thank you!’
and then the other one said, what I originally thought was ..”thanks” but she added
something at the end that I wasn’t sure what it was. I didn’t pay it any mind (it was 3 year
old talk) and just told them “you are so welcome!” But their grandmother started to
chuckle. “She called you God” “What?!” I said. Grandma smiled and said, “She just said,
‘thanks, God’”. We had a little chuckle about that while I remarked that I had been
called some pretty strange things in the past but this was a first………
On my way home, though, it started to hit me. I think she is about 3 or so. Cute as
a button and happy and lively and healthy and..…..she thinks I’m God! I guess it kinda
makes sense to someone her age. I mean, she only sees me on Sunday where she goes to
learn about God. And, that’s all I talk about while she’s here. I can see why her little
mind might jump to that conclusion.
My first thought was how flattered I was. I mean…….to be mistaken for
God! Then I thought about how enlightened she was for her to think that a woman could
BE God. Could BE someone that powerful!
But then, I began to think about other things. If I am God to her, (not just
representing Him….but AM Him) …..well….that’s quite a responsibility! Her little heart is
so impressionable….. if I were to mess up in front of her……as GOD!!! WOW!!!! I could
really hurt her spiritual growth and her future connection with Him. That’s quite a big….no
that’s a HUGE responsibility!
God does these sorts of things to me every now and again. He sort of slaps me in
the face with the reality of the vocation I’m in. It’s hard to live up to the responsibility
of being a person in a pastoral leadership role. I’m human….I make mistakes….I say the
wrong things…..I forget stuff…..I misread signals…..I make hasty decisions….I fail! But as
a Christian and especially as a Christian leader, my mess-ups reflect upon God. My
frailties sometimes look like I’m not connected to Him. And sometimes, when I mess
up….someone gets their feelings hurt, or worst, perhaps they don’t get the spiritual
guidance or comfort that they need.
That little voice…..that little face…..saying ‘thanks, God!’ reminds me of the HUGE
(continued next page…)
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(Pastor’s Ponderings continued….)
responsibility I have as your Pastor and as a Christian. She may be three (or
so), but she is already forming opinions and connections. And her little eyes are
watching …… her little ears are hearing! My input, casual or not, can make an
imprint on her life. And not just to her, but to all those who hear me call myself
‘Pastor’ or who hear me say that I’m a Christian, they are truly watching how I
react and respond.
That old saying, ‘You might be the only Jesus they ever see’, hits me a little
differently after being mistaken for God. Especially by someone so young, so
adorable and so impressionable! I don’t want to mess this up! I want her to know
the God I love and to trust Him. I want her to trust me!
Someday, she will come to know that I am human. Someone will correct her,
enlighten her. Or, maybe she will see or hear about mistakes that I have made and
start asking questions. Then, she will understand that I am just a very human pastor. But…. meanwhile… I’ve really got to UP my game! I’ve got to let God shine
through all that I say or do…….especially around her.
So if I seem a little ‘different’ to you…..especially if I am around a certain
little sweetheart……just know…..that I am trying my best to live up to my heritage
and imitate my Father. I’m trying to love like He does and forgive like He does and
be the kind of person SHE expects (and HE hopes) that I will be. And really, that’s
not a bad thing is it? To try to emulate God? I’m not SAYING that I am Him, but
I’m trying to live (especially when I am in front of her) as if I were Him. That
means loving, forgiving, showing mercy and grace…….a tall order!
But, for
her…..yeah, for her……I’m gonna try!
Blessings!
Pastor Terri (aka God)

UPCOMING SERMON INFO
Date

Scripture

Sermon Topic

March 3
Ash Wednesday

Mark 14:3-9

“Defamation of Character”

Matthew 26:36-46

“Dereliction of Duty”

Matthew 26:14-16, 47-50
and 27:3-8

“Treason”

Matthew 26:69-75

“Perjury”

March 6
1 Sunday of Lent
March 13
nd
2 Sunday of Lent
March 20
rd
3 Sunday of Lent
March 27
th
4 Sunday of Lent
April 3rd
th
5 Sunday of Lent
April 10th
Palm Sunday
April 14th
Maundy Thursday
st

April 15
Good Friday

John 18:28-38

“Obstruction of Justice”

Matthew 27:15-26

“Rebellion”

Luke 19:28-40

“It is Time”

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

“Do You Know What I Have Done?”

th
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A Service of Tenebrae

Lent is Coming!
Lent begins officially on Ash Wednesday, which is Wednesday, March 2 nd. So, do you
really understand what Lent is? Here are some facts to help you understand about
Lent.
Lent is a period of 40 days (plus 6 sabbath days) leading up to Easter. The time of
Lent is intended to refocus our eyes and turn our desires toward Jesus. It is a time of
self-examination and reflection. We are given this time during Lent to prepare our
hearts for the joy and hope of Easter. We are expected, to take the opportunity to
examine our sinful nature and remember the depth of what Jesus really did for us on
the cross. It is hoped, that when we walk through Lent and see the (too many to
count) ways that we fall short, the gravity of Jesus dying on the cross on our behalf
will be felt in a deep way and the victory of the resurrection will become, for us, the
best news ever and will change our lives!
Part of how we do all this is by sacrificing, fasting, prayer, and meditation. There are
many ways we can do this. Beginning on Ash Wednesday, there will be a table set up in
the narthex with several old and some new ideas for you to try this year. I encourage
you to look them over and choose one or more that will help you to walk a meaningful,
life-changing Lenten path this year!
It is important to remember that we don’t walk through the rhythms of Lent to earn
our salvation or God’s approval. Rather, we walk through Lent to be reawakened to the
incredible, radical, and undeserved love of Jesus.

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday,
March
2nd
is Ash Wednesday. There will be a
service at the church and online at
7pm. We will be observing imposition of ashes at the end of the service. For those of you unable to join
us in person, we will have a few Ash
Wednesday
service ‘bags’ (which
will include ashes) along with some
Lenten
information on a small table in the church entry beginning
Monday, February 28th. The office
will be open 9-2 Monday, Tuesday
and Wednesday. If you are unable
to pick them up, call the church office to make other arrangements.
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Daily Devotions
We will be having taped daily
devotions for Lent again this
year. The devotions will be posted
every day before 9am beginning on
Ash Wednesday, March 2nd. They will
be posted on both of our fb
pages. Please plan to follow along.
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URGENT Help Wanted
Lenten Worship
Series
We are beginning a fun and
informative and hopefully inspiring
new Worship Series for Lent. The
series begins on Ash Wednesday,
March 2nd at 7pm. This new series
called “Convicted” will run for all 5
Sundays of Lent up until Palm
Sunday. Convicted is a themed Lenten
series that enables the congregation
to approach Lent from a different
vantage point. Each week, we will step
into a court room as we put a
different Biblical person on trial,
accused of a 21st century crime. The
crimes
include:
Defamation
of
Character, Dereliction of Duty,
Treason, Perjury, Obstruction of
Justice and Rebellion. Come and be a
part of the jury and listen to the
arguments of the case. We are going
to have some fun with this! You are
NOT going to want to miss out!

We are going to be doing
some special skits soon and we need
your help. I need at least 3 men and
3 women to help. The scripts are
all simple and easy and we will be
taping them so you won’t have to be
in front of a live audience. This is
going to be really fun for you and
informative for the congregation. Please see Pastor Terri if you
can help!

March 12th! Don’t forget to
turn your clocks back! Don’t miss
church!!! We’ve got some great
stuff planned!
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Heritage Family
Album

Blood Drive

Coming Soon!
A Heritage
Family Album! Viv and I are working
on a new way to keep you all
connected. To get the whole church
family, we’ll need some information
and some help from you. There was
a form in last month’s newsletter
and we have duplicates on the table
in the narthex if you need
one. Please fill out these forms and
get them back to the church office
ASAP.

Don’t

to
mark
calendars!!

your

The regular Blood Drive will be held
at
Heritage
on
Wednesday,
March 16 from 3 to 7 pm. We need
a minimum of 15 donations so plan
now to help out. You can go online or
contact
Nicole Eikenroth
to
schedule an appointment.

Our Family UPC’s

Betty’s Scrubbies

Don’t forget to clip those UPC’s from
“Our Family” products and bring them
to church. This is a simple way to
raise extra funds for our church .

Meijer Simply Give

Many of us LOVE to use the little
scrubbies that Betty MacTavish
makes. Now she has made them
available to us as a fund raiser for
our Mortgage Fund. She has put a
bunch of them out on the table in
the narthex for you to purchase at
$1.50 each. If you need some, check
it out! Thanks Betty!

Double Match Days
March 5 and March 26
Your $10 donation becomes $30 to
assist Helping Hands.
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Engage Michigan

Engage Michigan is a mission engagement program for the Michigan Conference. It challenges Michigan Conference congregations to
comprehensive missional learning, giving and action with the goal of encouraging us to shift from a mindset of ‘ministry to’ to a ‘ministry with’
mindset. The Engage MI program consists of three focus areas: Learn, Give, Act.
For March, we have chosen to support the Mission of

Haiti Children Project
The primary goal of HCP is to educate Haiti's poorest young people to
effect justice for everyone, through leadership.
Haiti Children Project provides tuition and stipends along with personal
support from our teams and mentors. The students are being guided to
look beyond themselves, and to use their education to help develop
Haiti into a country that could one day be self-sustaining.

Check out the Mission Bulletin Board in the hall near the
kitchen for our monthly Mission ideas!
Thank you so much for your prayerful generosity!

Office Hours
Please note there will be a change in office hours
Feb. 25th thru March 6th while Viv is gone.
Pastor Terri will be in the office Monday,
Jan Knox will be in Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday from
9 am until noon.
Doors will be unlocked until 2 pm Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday so people can pick up their ashes for
the Wednesday Evening Service.
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OUR PRAYER LIST

Brian and Sue Amacher, battling Covid.
Kip VandePanne battling Covid.
Dennis and Wayla McMillan as Dennis faces spinal surgery.
Mary Ellen Rose r ecover ing fr om a fall and
surgery.
Mary Carlisle r ecover ing fr om knee sur gery.
Jan Knox and family r ecently suffer ed the
loss of Jan’s Sister-in-law.
Jim and Penny Bronakowski.
Brandon Osborne, nephew of VandePanne’s with many health issues.
Becky and Family, fr iends of Car issa Spencer.
Harold Winn’s friend, Roger.
Yvonne Johnson’s sister, Mary.
Patti Louck’s friend, Donna, in hospice care.
Dee Ann’s friend being evicted from her apartment and needs a place to live.
Pastor Terri
Those Unable to Worship with Us
Our Church Family
Those suffering from economic hardships
Our armed services men & women
Our national & world leaders

THOSE UNABLE TO WORSHIP WITH US

Don Ardnt
Phyllis Hall
Betty MacTavish

Bill Parmenter
Judd Ross

IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowan, son of Matt & Danielle

MARCH
Don Boezwinkle
Tonya Johnson
Heather Walker
Donna Kinney
Debbie Castle
Kirk VandePanne
Eugene Kroesing
Hannah MacDonald
(Baty)
Mason Walkwitz
Lilla Hall
Brian Amacher
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3/2
3/3
3/3
3/4
3/6
3/6
3/7
3/10
3/11
3/13
3/14

Coy Hall
Sarah Gray
Coy Hall
Vicky Paulen
Paul Eickenroth
Trice Page
Debra Hendriksma
Kelsey Schoonmaker
Bella Mercer
Arlene Butler
Keith Grannis

3/16
3/16
3/16
3/17
3/20
3/23
3/23
3/25
3/26
3/30
3/31
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Mr. & Mrs. Mike Bellamy
Mr. & Mrs. Nick Hall
Mr. & Mrs. John Frey

3/3
3/16
3/16

Please advise the church office
of any changes necessary to
update these lists.

Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
9 am - 2 pm
Monday - Thursday
Closed Fridays
Sunday Worship
10:30 am
Office #:
231.937.4310
Email:
church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org

Heritage UMC
Offering Fellowship &
Worship
Promoting Spiritual Growth
and Sharing the light of the
Lord with all

