APRIL 2022

Pastor’s Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

It was the governor’s practice at the Passover Feast to let one prisoner go free. The
people could choose the one they wanted. At that time they had a well-known prisoner
named Jesus Barabbas. So when the crowd gathered, Pilate asked them, “Which one do you
want me to set free? Jesus Barabbas? Or Jesus who is called the Messiah?” ~ Matt 27:15-17
We had a really great discussion at our Small Group Study tonight. We talked about
the choice the people made when Pilate offered them the life of Barabbas or Jesus. We all
know the people chose to save Barabbas. The thought of their cries to CRUICIFY Jesus still
pierce our hearts. Most of us have all believed that the only reason the people chose to save
Barabbas was because the Sanhedrin in the crowd urged them to. It was a mob mentality
moment….right? Well……there may have been another element in the mix.
When Barabbas rode into Jerusalem, he also, like Jesus, was greeted by a large
excited crowd. They looked at him as an important rebel leader who was leading the fight to
drive out the Romans. Many people had begun to believe that he was the long-awaited
Messiah, who with God's help would overthrow all oppressive rulers and establish a new
eternal Kingdom of God.
When Pilot presented Jesus and Barabbas as options to the people. They had to
choose between a man who spoke of love and a man who had been arrested as a seditionist
who was also guilty of murder. Both were believed by people to be the long awaited Messiah.
Jesus of Nazareth was a good Jewish man who preached about love and kindness and
forgiveness. He spoke about loving our neighbor, He spoke of a God to be loved not feared,
and He spoke against much of what the religious leaders had been preaching. He made the
Jewish leaders uncomfortable, and they were jealous that the people seemed to be listening
to Him and following Him.
Barabbas was a zealot accused of leading a revolt against the Romans, it was his
mission to drive the Romans out! He also was believed to be a good Jewish man. As a zealot
he would have been absolutely committed to practice Torah and be spiritually clean. He was
fighting the Romans (the oppressors)…..trying to drive them out. Trying to save the people.
Hmmmmm! It’s easy to see why some of the people may have chosen to free
Barabbas. It kinda sounds to me like Barabbas was the ‘messiah’ that the people had been
expecting. Isn’t that what they were looking for? Someone to come in with swords swinging
to save them?
Also, his name…..his name may be an Aramaic translation meaning ‘son of the
father’ (bar abba) or ‘son of the teacher’ (bar rabban). This would indicate that his father
was a Jewish leader. While Jesus was the son of a simple carpenter.
Another fun fact: It is further believed that Barabbas’ first name was Jesus (a
common first name in those days). So the people had two men named Jesus to choose
from. Jesus of Nazareth, the son of a carpenter who had preached love and forgiveness and
who stood before them quiet. And Jesus Barabbas the son of a religious leader who came
with sword swinging to ‘clean house’ and rid them of their oppressors.
We have the advantage of knowing the whole story. But they did not have that
advantage. Now here’s a scary question. In that situation, who would you have chosen?
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Heritage United Methodist Church
Leadership Meeting March 10, 2022
People in Attendance: Dan Wright (Finance/Trustee Chair), Viv Wright (Church Secretary), Diana
McGarvey (Recording Secretary), Jan Knox and Rick Fahner (Member at large), Paul Eickenroth (Serve
Chair), Holly Fahner (Lay leader) and Pastor Terri
❖ Finance/Treasurer Report: (Ann not Present-sent report)
❖ Mortgage is at about 3 months, needs to be at 6 to refinance. We will be putting something
together to put in the April newsletter as well as a visual.
General Fund
Contributions
Expenses
Balance

September
10,637.50
14,526.35
640.23

October
12,556.47
9,819.05
3,377.65

November
15,794.15
13,002.51
6,169.29

December
13,337.00
11,118.13
8,388.16

January
11,725.62
12,794.66
8,388.16

February
15,225.53
14,052.91
8,491.74

Mortgage Fund September

October

November

December

January

February

Contributions
Expenses
Balance

1,493.53
1,610.19
2,216.22

1,181,.57
1,898.19
716.62

4,834.33
1,610.19
4,723.74

1,595.18
1.598.19
4,720.73

1,315.34
1.598.19
4,437.88

4,898.08
1,748.19
2,332.88

Mortgage Principal Balance 75,616.65
Pastor Report
▪ Just went to seminaries about Single Board Governance
▪ She would like
everyone of the Leadership team to read, “Winning on Purpose” by May meeting. So, we can work
on a strategy for the purpose of our church. ▪ Annual conference coming up ▪ General conference
postponed until 2024
Committee Reports:
Trustee (Dan Wright) • They did not meet in February, no need • Storage Shed needs some
work. • Parsonage is doing well • Trustee committee now has a few volunteers to work on things
as the come up.
Event– Have not met
Easter Community Family Event, “Walk with Jesus”
Memorial (Lorie Fahner)
• They did not meet in February, no need • Their main objective is to
get new chairs and racks for the fellowship hall
Serve (Diana McGarvey)
▪ ENGAGE Ministry • March: Haiti Children Project pg. 30 (3020507)
(Step 4 part 2) • April: Michigan Area United Methodist Camping pg. 17 (Step 2, part 1A) • After
Easter we will be doing a special ZOOM Bible Study with another church. ▪ Wild Game Dinner,
February 26 ▪ Meijer Simply Give Double Match Days 26th ▪ Blood Drive May 16
Old Business
❖ Zelle - Remind people that they can use this if their bank offers it, they don’t have to bank at
Independent Bank.
❖ Pastor is still looking for Volunteers for Skits, a couple Saturday morning practices and then it
will be recorded.
❖ Visual Mortgage display, we will put this together after we refinance
No Meeting in April, unless needed. The next Leadership Team meeting: May 12, at 7:00
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Holy Week
Great things will be happening at Heritage during Holy Week. We start the
week with Palm Sunday (the 10th) at 10:30 when we remember Jesus’ triumphant entrance into Jerusalem .

Then, on Maundy Thursday, (the 14th) we will gather at 7pm to celebrate the last
supper of Christ.

Friday (the 15th) at 7pm we will mourn together as we remember His sacrifice.

On Saturday (the 16th), beginning at 10am, Heritage hosts a special Easter event
for the families in our community. Walk with Jesus is an event where families will get
a chance to learn together, all about Jesus’ last few days as they walk together from
station to station. Then, they will gather together as a family to discuss what they
have seen and to celebrate what it all means for them.

Then, it’s Easter! Easter Sunday we will gather for a short ‘sunrise celebration’
at 9am.

Then right after (around 9:15) we will gather together for a Heritage family
Easter breakfast potluck! Come with your dish to pass and share breakfast together. Then, at 10:30 we will gather together to celebrate the miracle of Easter.

Lots of special things happening! Plan to join us for everything! Let’s
EXPERIENCE the joys/horrors/blessings of Holy Week and Easter as a family! It’s so
GOOD to be able to be back together to celebrate!
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Easter Morning Potluck
As long as the covid numbers don’t rise too
much we are planning on bringing back our
Easter Breakfast Potluck! Watch for the
signup sheet in the narthex (we don’t want
to end up with JUST Egg Surprise,
lol). We will need your donations of Egg
Surprise (recipes will be available) fruit,
juice, milk, sweet rolls, etc. Coffee will be
provided.

Heritage Family
Album
Work will be beginning on
our Heritage Family Album! Some
of you have turned in your
information sheets, but many of
you have not.
Don’t make us
chase you down! Lol. We need
your information! If you need another form, we have duplicates on
the table in the narthex. Please
fill one out and get it back to the
church office ASAP.

Upcoming Sermon Info
For those of you who like to prepare in advance, here are the proposed
Scriptures and topics for the upcoming Lenten Season.
Date

Scripture

April 3rd
5 Sunday of Lent

Matthew 27:15-26

April 10th
Palm Sunday

Luke 19:28-40

April 14th
Maundy Thursday

John 13:1-17, 31b-35

April 15th
Good Friday

Multiple

th

April 17th
Easter Sunday
April 24th
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Acts 10:34-43
John 21:15-19
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Sermon Topic
“Rebellion”
“It is Time”
“Do You Know What I Have
Done?”
A Service of Tenebrae
Thank You Jesus!
The Martyrs

April Liturgists
4/3
4/10
4/14
4/15
4/17
4/24

“Walk with Jesus” Event

Dan Wright
Ann Buck
Shelly VandePanne
Tori Grant
Dan Wright
Robin Frey

Thank you to everyone who has
volunteered to help with the Walk
with Jesus event on April 16th 10-1.
If you haven't signed up, it isn't too
late. Looking for 6 people to do a
very short skit, as well helpers at the
different stations.
We are asking that you stay after
service for about a half an hour on
April 10th for a quick run through.
We would also like you to arrive
at 9 on the 16th to get ready for the
event.

April Coffee Hour
Volunteers Needed!!!

Our Family UPC’s
We have discovered an easy way to earn
money for our church. Simply collect UPC
labels from all "Our Family" items you
purchase. These can be from any "Our
Family" products from cans to refrigerated
items. Bring them to the church. For every
500 UPC's we collect, we can get $25.00.
"Our Family" are the old Spartan items. I
see many of you shopping at Leppinks, so
take a moment and take off the label, and
bring it to church. I will even cut or trim the
UPC from the label.
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Betty’s Scrubbies
Many of us LOVE to use the little
scrubbies
that
Betty
MacTavish
makes. Now she has made them available
to us as a fund raiser for our Mortgage
Fund. She has put a bunch of them out
on the table in the narthex for you to purchase at $1.50 each. If you need some,
check it out! Thanks Betty!
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Reaching a milestone for the Mortgage Fund
In August 2022 our Church will need to refinance the Mortgage
either with the existing account or search for better alternatives.
The balance of our Mortgage has fallen just below $ 75,000. This is a
blessing, thanks to all who made this possible.
We have found an alternate source that can possibly reduce our
payment by close to $300.00/mo., but we need a 6 month reserve set
aside in order to secure the loan.
We are asking that between now and June that you prayerfully
consider extra donations to make this goal make this goal. Please
consider each week to add a few extra dollars to the mortgage fund
so that we can take advantage of this program.
God bless all the church family. Stay tuned for the goal tracking visual post that will be seen by all.

New Small Group Study

Walk with Jesus
Family Easter
Event
April 16th
Walk with Jesus from Palm Sunday
to Easter Resurrection.
Hands on activities, fellowship and
snacks for all members of your
family.
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On Monday, April 5th at 7pm, we will
begin a new Small Group Study. We
will be using a book by John Siebling
and Wayne Francis called "God and
Race".
Pastor Jonathan Combs and his
church, Garden City First UMC in
Garden City MI will be joining us via
ZOOM.
Garden City UMC is located
between Ann Arbor and Detroit. This
should be an exciting new study as we
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Engage Michigan
Engage Michigan is a mission
engagement program for the
Michigan Conference. It challenges Michigan Conference congregations
to comprehensive missional learning, giving and action with the goal of
encouraging us to shift from a mindset of ‘ministry to’ to a ‘ministry
with’ mindset. The Engage MI program consists of three focus
areas: Learn, Give, Act.

For March, we have chosen to support the Mission of

United Methodist Camping
The United Methodist Church offers a wide variety of camping
experiences for all ages ranging from Hiking camps, Youth Camps, Camps
for Kids with their Grandparents, and so much more. A wonderful way
to expand your faith and make new friends.
Check out the Mission Bulletin Board in the hall near the
kitchen for our monthly Mission ideas!
Thank you so much for your
prayerful generosity!

Financial Challenge
In case you didn't hear....We are trying
to raise $5,000.00 by June so we can
refinance our Mortgage Loan on the
church
(we
have
it
down
to
$75,000.00)
to get a better
interest rate and save some money.
So an anonymous donor said if we raise
$2500, they would match it and we would
have our $5,000. So Please Help if you
can to make this happen. Please put
"REFINANCE" on your check or envelope
so we know where it is to go...
Thank you so much!!!!
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OUR PRAYER LIST

Kylee Prestia, teenage fr iend of VandePannes, facing surgery for a rare bone cyst.
Harold Winn, member , pr ayer s for faster
healing after a recent fall.
Debbie Castle’s granddaughter, Brittany,
recently hospitalized.
Betty MacTavish’s son, Bruce, recovering
from recent surgery.
Carrisa Spencer’s friend, Laura, has tears in
her esophagus and considerable pain.
The young couple in Newaygo who were
stabbed when they’re apartment was broken
into.
Jim & Penny Bronakowski with sever al
medical issues.
Donna Kinney, member , facing medical
tests.
Dennis and Wayla McMillan, member s, for
continued patience and healing.
Brandon Osborne, nephew of VandePannes,
with multiple health issues.
Our Snowbirds as they travel home.
Each of Those Unable to Worship with US
The War in Ukraine
Pastor Terri

THOSE UNABLE
TO WORSHIP
WITH US
Don Ardnt
Phyllis Hall
Betty MacTavish
Bill Parmenter
Judd Ross

IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowan, son of Matt & Danielle

JOYS
Pam Wilburn is the newest member of our
Congregation. Be Sure to give her a warm welcome!

APRIL

APRIL
James Grant
Betty MacTavish
Carol Bunn
Leonard Butler
Judi Spence
Greg Phillips
Mike Scott
Tim Painter Jr.
Trenton Johansen
Phyllis Hall
Vince Krawczyk
Don Bauman
Caris Baty
Sandy Gray
Mikhail Salacina
Michelle Paepke
Pat Delany
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4/1
4/7
4/7
4/7
4/8
4/10
4/12
4/13
4/16
4/18
4/20
4/21
4/23
4/26
4/26
4/28
4/29

Mr. & Mrs. Jarred Flintoff
Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Krawczyk
Mr. & Mrs. Dennis McMillan
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Slater
Mr. & Mrs. James Kuiper
Mr. & Mrs. Garey Buck

Please advise the church office
of any changes necessary to
update these lists.
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4/2
4/13
4/16
4/24
4/29
4/30

Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
9 am - 12 pm
Monday - Thursday
Closed Fridays
Sunday Worship
10:30 am
Office #:
231.937.4310
Email:
church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org

