MAY 2022
Pastor’s Ponderings
By

Pastor Terri

“Near the cross of Jesus stood his mother, his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene” ~ John 19:5
If you have ever seen the movie, “The Passion” you know that it is gut wrenching. When I watched it the first time, I was able to keep it together until the scene
where Jesus, beaten and bloody was forced to carry his cross through town. But it
wasn’t his plight that sucker punched me. The movie shows Jesus’ mother Mary,
following along…darting in and out of the crowd….trying to get a glimpse of her
child. And when she does, she sees him AS a child…she sees him as her baby. That
scene broke my ‘mother’s’ heart!
The crucifixion of Jesus is a rough thing for us to face. It is barbaric and
sadistic. Knowing that Jesus endured it for us makes it every more excruciating to
remember. But, especially this month, when we celebrate Mother’s day, I think we
need to remember someone else who was tortured that day. Women in that day had
very few rights, they were owned by the men in their family, they had little say in
things, and absolutely no power at all. Especially no power to change the sort of thing
that was happening to Mary’s child. How impotent she must have felt! How bereft! My
heart aches for her!
Mary obviously knew from the beginning that this child was going to lead a
different kind of life…..but that didn’t change her mother’s love for him. He is our
savior, our Christ…..but for her ……he was her baby boy. For Mary to watch him be hurt
and humiliated…and not be able to do anything…..and then for her to be there as he
slowly died…..well….there’s a whole different pain attached to that death for her…..she
loved him differently…..he was part of her…..he was her child!
This month we celebrate Mother’s day. Some of us have lost our moms, but the
love never stops. For those of us who have lost our mom, we can still celebrate by giving
thanks for all she was to us. For those who still have your mom, be sure to contact her
and let her know you love her. If your relationship with mom isn’t where it should be,
no matter whose fault…..why not reach out this year and build a bridge of
forgiveness…..in honor of Jesus’ mom, Mary.
And for all of you who are moms…..in SOME way…..birth, adoptive, surrogate,
step, in-heart…..THANK YOU!
You have the hardest, most thankless, most
IMPORTANT job there is! Loving a child means we’ll sometimes be hurt, but it also
means that we get sloppy kisses, sticky hugs, glue and macaroni works of art, and loads
and loads of proud moments!
Victoria Farnsworth wrote it well, she said: “Not until I became a mother did I
understand how much my mother had sacrificed for me. Not until I became a mother
did I feel how hurt my mother was when I disobeyed. Not until I became a mother did
I know how proud my mother was when I achieved. Not until I became a mother did I
realize how much my mother loves me.” Happy mother’s day!
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Heritage Family
Album

BLOOD DRIVE
Our next Blood Drive will be
Wednesday, May 18
from 3 to 7 pm.

PLEASE turn in your
information sheets NOW! Work
is beginning on our Heritage
Family Album! Some of you have
turned in your information
sheets, but many of you have
not. Don’t make us chase you
down!
Lol.
We need your
information! If you need another
form, we have duplicates on the
table in the narthex. Please fill
one out and get it back to the
church office ASAP.

Thank You!
Great things happened at Heritage during Holy Week. And they
happened because of GREAT helpers. We had a lovely Maundy Thursday
service and an eye-opening Good Friday service because we had good
helpers! We also hosted a wonderful new Community event, Walk With
Jesus, because of our tireless helpers! Everyone came and gave it their
all. Some of us were so tired by Saturday afternoon that I wondered if
we’d have the energy to celebrate on Sunday, but we did! Both services
were well attended and were awesome….due, once again, to our great
helpers! Plus we had a wonderful family breakfast together!
I am so grateful to all of you who pulled out the stops for us and
who put so much time into bringing a great service to our church. There
is so much that needs to be done behind the scenes that many folks
don’t know about….but I do, and I am so very grateful. I won’t name you
since some of you are shy about it and I might accidently overlook
someone, but please know that I am honored to work alongside of
you. Thank you again for your dedicated work!
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GET YOUR HOTDOGS HERE!!
Spring is in the air! Well, hopefully it will be soon! And that means soccer
season is upon us. And again Heritage UMC will be providing a concession stand
every Saturday morning for the next six weeks or so.
Last year we made $465 for our church! Hopefully we can make that much or
more this year.
But this didn’t happen without your support and I’m hoping you will support the
concession stand again this year. We will need a person or two each Saturday to
help sell and serve the food. And donations in the form of cash would help in buying
the food needed. Cash donations allow for the necessary amount of food to
purchased for the time frame it’s needed.
So watch for the sign up sheet for available dates to work. Help is typically
needed from 9-12 on Saturday morning. Cash donations can be put in the offering
(please be sure to earmark) on Sunday morning, dropped off at the office or given
to Lorie Fahner.
Thank you again for your support with this project.
Lorie Fahner, Chairperson

Engage Michigan

Engage Michigan is a mission engagement program for the
Michigan Conference. It challenges Michigan Conference congregations
to comprehensive missional learning, giving and action with the goal of
encouraging us to shift from a mindset of ‘ministry to’ to a ‘ministry
with’ mindset. The Engage MI program consists of three focus
areas: Learn, Give, Act.
For May, we have chosen to support the Mission of

Wesley Foundation of Ferris State University
CCMM#3032 Ferris Wesley House is a campus ministry that ministers
to the Ferris State University campus and community. They build strong
leaders by involving students in leadership through the campus ministry,
in local churches and on campus.
Check out the Mission Bulletin Board in the hall near the
kitchen for our monthly Mission ideas!
Thank you so much for your prayerful generosity!
3

VOL 23

ISSUE 5

Liturgist

May Coffee Hour

5/1

Ann Buck

5/1 Jeff Burns

5/8

Lorie Fahner

5/8 Volunteer Needed

5/15

Rick Fahner

5/15 Volunteer Needed

5/22

DB

5/22 The Freys

5/29

Holly Fahner

5/30 Volunteer Needed

Travel to Jerusalem
With Us!!
July 10 to 14th
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New Monday Night Bible
Study Begins
“The Call” by Adam Hamilton
Our author, Adam Hamilton
has led us through many of Jesus’s
Journeys, but what happens next?
Let’s walk beside the great Apostle
Paul and find out!
Join us on Monday nights at
7pm as we follow the journeys of
Paul, beginning with his dramatic
conversion, as he spread the Gospel
through modern-day Greece and
Turkey. Travel to the early church
sites and explore Paul’s conversations with the Romans, Corinthians,
Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians,
Colossians, and Thessalonians. In
this six-week study, you are invited
to experience faith through Christ’s
greatest teacher and missionary.
This study begins on Monday,
May 2nd at 7pm. Come explore
Paul’s experience with us!

Upcoming
Sermon Info
for May
For those of you
who like to prepare
in advance, here are
the proposed
Scriptures and
topics for the
upcoming Weeks.
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Date
May 1

st

May 8
Mother’s Day
th

May 15th
May 22

nd

May 29

th

Memorial
Sunday

Betty’s Scrubbies
Many of us LOVE to use the
little scrubbies that Betty
MacTavish makes. Now she has
made them available to us as a
fund raiser for our Mortgage
Fund. She has put a bunch of
them out on the table in the
narthex for you to purchase at
$1.50 each. If you need some,
check it out! Thanks Betty!

Scripture

Sermon Topic

John 20:30-31

“The Scriptures”

John 18:33-38

“The Trial”

Luke 24:1-12

“The Women”

John 20:24-29

“The Men”

Matthew 28:9-15

“The Empty Tomb”
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OUR PRAYER LIST

Viv Wright’s Friend, Karen, lost her battle with
cancer.
DeeAnn’s Granddaughter was r ecently hospitalized.
Betty MacTavish’s cousin, Judy, recovering
from recent surgery.
Carissa Spencer's friend, Sherrill, battling an
undiagnosed illness.
Pastor Tom Ball is r etir ing in J une.
Dennis and Wayla McMillan, member s, for
continued healing.
Harold Winn, member , r ecover ing fr om a
fall.
Jim and Penny Bronakowski for continued
healing.
Diana McGarvey's cousin, Jenny.
Brandon Osborne, r elative of VandePannes,
for continued healing.
Each of Those Unable to Worship with Us.
Our Country and World Leaders

THOSE UNABLE TO
WORSHIP WITH US

Don Arndt
Phyllis Hall
Betty MacTavish
Bill Parmenter
Judd Ross

SORROWS

Condolences to the families of
Joyce Benedict (10/29/2021) and
Karen Gillett (3/31/2022)on their recent losses.

IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowan, son of Matt and Danielle

MAY
Sarah Gray
Steve McEvoy
Holli Painter
Brenda Burgess
Jason Guerra
Felicia Sparks
Eric Shadley
Lonnie Guerra
Keegan McGuff
Cheryl Scott
Jonas Shadley
Bill Parmenter
Ella Baty
Colton Hall
Cambrie Johanson
Dan Wright
Raeannah Moss
Elizabeth MacTavish
Michelle Thomas
Dick Page
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5/1
5/4
5/6
5/7
5/8
5/10
5/11
5/12
5/12
5/16
5/18
5/20
5/22
5/23
5/23
5/23
5/25
5/30
5/30
5/31

Andrew & Rebecca Grudzinskas
Dick & Trice Page

5/15
5/23

Please advise the church office of any changes
necessary to update these lists.
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Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

Heritage UMC
Offering Fellowship &
Worship
Promoting Spiritual Growth
and Sharing the light of
the Lord with all

Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
9 am - 2pm
Monday - Thursday
Closed Fridays
Sunday Worship
10:30 am
Office #:
231.937.4310
Email:
church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org

