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2002
That is what is written on our Church Cornerstone. It hints at a story of resilience and
compromise. I have heard the stories ….and I marvel at the way these three church congregations came together. I’m sure there were squabbles and disagreements. I’m sure there were
some unhappy or unwelcome compromises. But the point is….20 years later, Heritage United
Methodist Church, with the symbolic 3 bells on her roof….is still standing and has become a
vital part of our community.
July 1 begins my 13 year in ministry and my 7 with you. The last few years have been
unusual, difficult, eye-opening and inspiring. I have had the privilege of seeing this church
family pull together in so many ways. You pray for each other with a fervor that can only come
from true caring. You pull together when there is a need. You encourage each other in all ways
possible. This is truly a caring, loving family. The last couple of years have been hard on
churches as a whole. I never ever thought that in my lifetime, I would close my church to
services; and not just to a ‘snow day’ but indefinitely, due to covid! But, when the unthinkable
happened, we worked together and found ways to keep connected and to provide on-line
services. We found ways to continue to care for one-another and to continue to be church.
When we were able to come back together, protocols had to be in place to keep us safe and
some of you really stepped up! There was extra cleaning and sanitizing that needed to be
done. Masks were made and given and sold for church profit. The ushers had to seat you and
you didn’t always get to sit in or near your regular pew (gasp)! We had to curtail the singing for
a while (boy that was hard) and we couldn’t interact with our children (even harder!). Those
were hard times but we got through them together.
But good things happened too! About a year ago, I put a challenge out there to get our
mortgage down below $100,000 by January 1 . I think at the time it was at $127,000 or thereabouts. We made it….and then some…..and you kept on going. Our May treasurer’s report
shows that our mortgage is now at $67,795.38! Plus, in the last several months we have come
to you to ask for help to come up with a fee to move our mortgage to a less expensive lender
and ALSO at the same time asked for help so we could switch to natural gas from propane
which required a hook-up fee and some replacement parts for items that wouldn’t switch
over (our water heater, etc.). Both of these needs were in the thousands of dollars…..and yet,
you did it! And then some! During a time when we saw our Michigan Conference having to close
10 churches (up from 3 last year and 2 the year before that), our church is holding its own and
continuing to do church. We are getting business done….sometimes with less (our volunteer
pool is desperately low), but always with excitement and commitment and lots of love.
And we are doing our best to get back to a new normal. We can sing in church, we have our
kids up front and our little girls’ liturgical dance troupe begins again this week. We are
completely open, even our fellowship hall and we are even planning a summer potluck. Bible
studies are going well, Sunday School is loud and exciting and church is back! I feel blessed to
be appointed to serve you again this year and I look forward to all we will be doing together.
You have ‘churched’ in this building for 20 years! 20 years! Through a lot of really tough
stuff. But you have not let the world stop you! I am so very proud to be your pastor.
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Engage Michigan
Engage Michigan is a mission engagement program for the Michigan
Conference. It challenges Michigan Conference congregations to comprehensive
missional learning, giving and action with the goal of encouraging us to shift from
a mindset of ‘ministry to’ to a ‘ministry with’ mindset. The Engage MI program
consists of three focus areas: Learn, Give, Act.
For June, we have chosen to support the Mission of

the Society of St. Andrew
The Society of St. Andrew is concerned with two primary community needs:
(1) HUNGER. 48 million people in the United States are hungry:
35 million of
them skimping on food or missing meals because they are juggling expenses every
month to get by, choosing between heat or medicine and food. Another 13 million
people in the United States are genuinely hungry every day, not knowing where
their next meal is coming from. (2) CREATION CARE. More than 133 billion
pounds of good food goes to waste in the United States every year, thrown in
landfills or left to rot in fields. This food waste represents hundreds of billions
of dollars of lost resource inputs and
becomes the second largest source of
harmful greenhouse gases as it decomposes.
The Society of St. Andrew works to address both those things by salvaging fresh
produce to reduce hunger and improve health of people in greatest need across
the US
Check out the Mission Bulletin Board in the hall near the kitchen for

our monthly Mission ideas!

Thank you so much for your prayerful generosity!
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Save the Date!

Sunday School is up and running! After Children’s time in the
sanctuary, the kids are dismissed to
go out and have a small snack and a
Sunday
School
lesson
with
crafts. Our Puppet Talk volunteers
are doing this for us for now, but if
you can help or maybe just be an
extra pair of hands once in a while, let
Pastor Terri know. We could also use
some prewrapped finger snacks
(crackers etc.) and juice boxes!

On 5/11/2022 your leadership
secured, signed for and transferred
our mortgage loan.
We are now
receiving a much better rate. Our
Mortgage is now below the $75,000
mark and we plan to pay it off in 3
years. We know we can do it with
your prayers and generosity.
So save the date! We are planning
a Mortgage burning
party for
5/11/2025 and we want you ALL
there! Watch for the Mortgage info
tracker which will be going up soon.

WE CAN DO THIS!

And kids…..we need
you to bring your kids!

WHY?

Bible Study
Monday Night Bible Study
begins on July 25th at 7pm. We will
be doing a study on the Lord’s
Prayer. This is a repeat of a study
we did earlier in the year for those
of you who missed it. Hope you can
join us!
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With so many awful things
happening in the world today, do you
ever find yourself asking God
Why? Adam Hamilton put together a
great 4 week study about that and to
be timely, we are offering this as a
special BEFORE CHURCH adult study
beginning June 26th. We still have a
couple of books left if you want to
join us. We meet in the conference
room at 9am on Sunday. Come and
grab a cup of coffee and a sweet roll
and join in on the conversation!
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Little Girl’s Liturgical
Dance
Vacation Bible School
At Heritage UMC
Sunday, July 10—July 14
6:00 to 8:30 pm.
Kids Needed!!
Volunteers Needed!!
Engage all senses as you are
transported to a different time and
a fresh experience—and walk with
Jesus today.

Calling all littles! 7-8 and below.
Beginning June 26th we will begin a
Liturgical Dance group that will meet
right after church on Sunday for
about ½ hour.
Kids, if you are
interested in joining us, grab a quick
snack and then meet us in the
sanctuary. We are going to have lots
of fun as we DANCE for Jesus!

Set Up Help needed July 1st
after morning Worship.

Upcoming Sermon Info
For those of you who like to prepare in advance, here are the proposed
topics for the upcoming Season.

Date
July 3

rd

Scriptures and

Scripture

Sermon Topic

1 Samuel 30:4-6

(taken from the teachings of Rev. Dr. Ron Bell

“Post Traumatic Growth”

during 2022 Annual Conference)

July 10

th

July 17

th

July 24

th

July 31

st
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1 John 1:9-10

“Is Prayer for Real?”

TBD

TBD

Psalm 23

Finding Peace

Exodus 3:1-55

“A Map to Becoming a Praying
Church”
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Ministry Focus
Coffee Hour
Volunteers
Hurray !! The restrictions have been
lifted!! We are definitely looking forward
to resuming our weekly Coffee Fellowship after Sunday morning worship. We
need 2 people a week to set up cookies,
juice and coffee. Please help revitalize
our fellowship time!!
7/3 Volunteer Needed
7/10 Volunteer Needed
7/17 Volunteer Needed
7/24 Volunteer Needed
7/31 Volunteer Needed
And

most of August
needed!!

Liturgists Needed
It is sooo wonderful to be back in full
worship!! But Volunteers are needed!!
Please prayerfully consider being a
Liturgist some week. You will Lead the
“Call to Worship,” announce Hymns and
read the Scripture during the morning
worship.
7/3 P. Eickenroth
7/10 G. Phillips
7/17 D. Boezwinkle
7/24 Volunteer Needed
7/31 J. Boezwinkle

Volunteers

Call Viv in the Church Office to add
your name or Sign up on the Clip
Board by the Office on Sunday
Mornings.

Volunteers needed for most of
August too!!
Call Viv in the Church Office to add
your name or Sign up on the Clip
Board by the Office on Sunday
Mornings.
We need YOU!!!

Heritage Family
Album
Work has begun on our Heritage
Family Album. Don’t be left out! We
want our WHOLE church family
included. Arrange to get your picture
taken (call Viv), turn in your information
sheet!
We want to have a full and
complete Album of EVERYONE AND for
EVERYONE!
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BLOOD DRIVE
Our next Blood Drive will be
Wednesday. July 20th
from 3 to 7 pm.

OUR PRAYER LIST

THOSE UNABLE TO
WORSHIP WITH US

Brandon Osborn, nephew of VandePannes, r ecently hospitalized .
Nicole’s Friend, Cindy Ballivian, who is fighting cancer.
Felicia Spark and the Knox Family with the loss of
Felicia’s Grandfather.
Joe Kinney is fighting a foot infection.
Harold Winn gr ieving over a war loss.
Carol McEvoy is r ecover ing fr om a r ecent sur ger y.
McEvoy’s daughter, Angela, facing emotional struggles.
Sue Amacher’s young niece hade a stroke.
Maddy Thun r ecover ing fr om r ecent tonsillectomy
Abby Wabeke, DeeAnn’s granddaughter dealing
with emotional struggles.
The churches dealing with changes in Pastors this
month.
Don Boezwinkle has been diagnosed with Covid.
Vacation Bible School and all involved.
Pastor Terri
Our Youth and Youth Leaders
Those unable to Worship with Us
Our National and World Leaders
Our Church Leaders
Our Servicemen

Don Arndt
Phyllis Hall
Betty MacTavish
Bill Parmenter
Judd Ross

IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowan, son of Matt and Danielle

July
Alex Walkwitz
Rachel Golden
Pastor Terri
Haylee Schoenmaker
DeeAnn Wabeke
Ann Buck
Janet Boezwinkle
Ron Chapman
Leighton Kepple
Rebecca Walkwitz
Sue Phillips
Kelli Painter
James Baty
Marc Bennett
Patti Louck
Penny Bronakowski
Emily Urbon
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7/1
7/2
7/5
7/10
7/13
7/14
7/15
7/15
7/17
7/18
7/22
7/26
7/27
7/27
7/29
7/31
7/31

July
Dan & Holly Fahner
7/2
Chris & Rebecca Walkwitz 7/26

Please advise the church office of any
changes necessary to update these lists.
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Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

Heritage UMC
Offering Fellowship
& Worship
Promoting Spiritual Growth
and Sharing the light of
the Lord with all

Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
10 am - 1 2 pm
Monday -Thursday
Closed Friday
Sunday Worship
10:30 am
Office #:
231.937.4310
Email: church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org

