JUNE 2022

Pastor’s Ponderings
By Pastor Terri

A group of four-year-olds were gathered in A Sunday school class in Chattanooga. Their enthusiastic teacher looked at the class and asked this question: “Does anyone know
what today is?” A little four-year-old girl held up her hand and said, “Yes, today is Palm
Sunday.” The teacher exclaimed, “Yes! You are correct! That’s fantastic!” Then the teacher
asked, “Does anyone know what NEXT Sunday is?” The same little girl raised her hand and
said, “Yes, next Sunday is Easter Sunday.” “Wonderful!” said the teacher, “Now, can anyone
tell me what makes next Sunday Easter?” Again, the same little girl responded, “Yes, next
Sunday is Easter because Jesus rose from the grave.” But before the teacher could
congratulate her, the little girl continued, “But if he sees his shadow, he has to go back in for
seven weeks.”
Many of you have watched as I have sometimes struggled with our children during
Children’s Moments. They have their own agenda and oftentimes, their agenda clashes with
mine. But do we not love love love seeing their fresh eager faces up front on Sunday!?! It is so
very satisfying being able to interact with them again. I really love that most of them feel
comfortable and safe in our church. It is home and they are surrounded with folks who care
for them. They ask questions, they want to tell me their little stories; they sometimes even
follow along with mine! Lol
However, if you have ever had an opportunity to do a Children’s message, you know how
scary it can be. Not just because you are up in front of the entire congregation, but because
you are in front of those children…and their questions…and their answers! Sometimes what
they have to say…..well, let’s just say it can get… ‘unfiltered’.
Unfiltered comments must
sometimes be dealt with in the moment and can completely derail my children’s message. I
used to fight against that. I used to try to stay on track with my message, but I have learned
through the years that some comments need to be addressed. I have found that sometimes
God uses their little voices, their little questions to get HIS message out there. Especially if
I…we… aren’t listening to Him. God always finds a way to get us to listen even if it means
embarrassing us or putting us on the spot.
After a recent disastrous Children’s message, I started thinking about how I could have
done things differently, and how I could keep on trach next time (and there WILL be a next
time). After some soul searching prayer, I realized that even though the message didn’t go as
I had planned…the message went EXACTLY the way God had planned. We didn’t discuss what I
wanted to discuss, but although I was uncomfortable and a little unprepared….God’s message
was delivered! Delivered by a little child and his questions.
I think that God finds it easy to work with children because they are so willing to hear
Him. They haven’t been tainted by the world yet. They hear His voice and feel His pull and
just go with it, while we adults…..well, we tend to question and argue and second guess.
Maybe it’s time to pray as a child prays, openly, trustingly, knowing that we are loved
and EXPECTING God to hear us. Maybe it’s also time to start listening to Him the way they
do. Not questioning the message but simply saying, “Yes, Lord.” I think I’m going to try
that. Will you join me?
“The wolf will live with the lamb, the leopard will lie down with the goat, the calf and
the lion and the yearling together; and a little child will lead them.” (Isaiah 11:6)
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Engage Michigan

Engage Michigan is a mission engagement program for the Michigan Conference. It challenges Michigan Conference congregations to comprehensive
missional learning, giving and action with the goal of encouraging us to shift
from a mindset of ‘ministry to’ to a ‘ministry with’ mindset. The Engage MI program consists of three focus areas: Learn, Give, Act.
For June, we have chosen to support the Mission of

Water for Life
Constructing wells to provide clean water and toilets to improve the living standards in communities

And

our Summer Vacation Bible School
Contribute to this year’s VBS program. This is a community outreach for us and we usually reach a
lot of kids! Lighting the spark for Jesus! This year we will be taking the kids on a trip to Jerusalem!

Thank you so much for your prayerful generosity!

Little Girl’s
Liturgical Dance
Thank you thespians! For
those of you who stepped up to
help out as actors and
actresses for our last worship
series, I give a big thank
you! I know that for most of
you were stepping out in uncharted territory. But you did
it anyway! Because you did,
our last 6 weeks were blessed
with some pretty incredible
skits. I am extremely grateful
and blessed! Thanks again!
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Calling all littles! 7-8 and below! Beginning June 26 we will
begin a Liturgical Dance group
that will meet right after church
on
Sunday
for
about
½
hour. Kids, if you are interested
in joining us, grab a quick snack
and then meet us in the
sanctuary. We are going to have
lots of fun as we DANCE for
Jesus!
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Heritage Family
Album
Noisy Offering
The kids will be bringing the buckets out
on Sunday, June 19th as we resume our
Noisy Offering! The kids love to do this
and I think we adults love to interact
with our kids this way too! Save up your
coins so you have plenty to drop in their
buckets! The money collected will go
towards ‘all things kids’ – i.e. Sunday
School, dance, VBS.
Let the noise begin!!!!

Work begins this month on our
Heritage Family Album! Viv will be
contacting you about getting a
picture.
Please make time to do
this.
Also, although some of you
have turned in your information
sheets, many of you have not. Don’t
make us chase you down! Lol. We
need your information! If you need
another form, we have duplicates on
the table in the narthex. Please fill
one out and get it back to the church
office ASAP

Come One!
Come All!
We will be taking pictures for
the Heritage Family Album on

Vacation Bible School
At Heritage UMC
Sunday, July 10—July 14
6:00 to 8:30 pm.

Kids Needed!!
Volunteers Needed!!
Engage all senses as you are
transported to a different time and
a fresh experience—and walk with Jesus
today.
Contact Diana McGarvey for details
and plan to join the fun!!
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Tuesday June 21st at the
Church from 1 pm-3 pm
Wednesday June 22nd at the
Church from 5 pm- 7 pm
AND
Sunday June 26th after church
.
Please, sign up on the sheets
in the narthex!!
Viv’s Niece will be doing the pictures so if you want family pics
for yourself you can talk to her
about it at that time.
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GENEROSITY TEAM UPDATE
Greetings Heritage UMC Family. Pastor Terri recently announced during Sunday
service that we have successfully negotiated a mortgage refinance. We were
able to achieve a slightly lower rate on a five year payoff. Our current mortgage
hovers at approximately $72,000. Even though we have a five year mortgage
bubble, we strongly believe we can accomplish a mortgage payoff in three
years. This will become our goal so that we may all enjoy a “Mortgage Burning” in
2025 or before. It is our hope that with prayerful discernment we can count on
every member of our congregation to assist as best they can in achieving our
mortgage elimination objective. As in prior years, there will be a separate
contribution line on our annual “Offering Letter” for a specific mortgage
pledge. Likewise, we shall continue the practice of encouraging an additional
contribution for the mortgage fund on the fifth Sunday of a month. As before,
this would be in addition to our regular Sunday offering. (There are four 5 Sundays in 2022, and five 5 Sundays in 2023.) Elimination of our mortgage will
greatly relieve much of the financial pressure experienced by our church
congregation and we thank you for your generous participation in this
endeavor. Any manner and any amount you contribute will be very much
appreciated. The time is now to begin. Let us offer these financial gifts in
thanks and gratitude to God for all He has given us. Thank you for your
continued generosity, and God Bless.
th

th

With Respect and Gratitude
Steve McEvoy

Generosity Team Coordinator

Upcoming Sermon Info
For those of you who like to prepare in advance, here are the proposed
Scriptures and topics for the upcoming Season.

Date

Scripture

Sermon Topic

June 5
Pentecost

Acts 2:1-21

“Learning to Walk on Our
Own”

1 Peter 3:15-16

“The Sound of Silence”

th

June 12

th

June 19
Father’s Day
June 26
th

th
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Luke 9:51-62
Multiple
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“I Am Following”
TBA

Heritage United Methodist Church
Leadership Meeting Highlights
May 12, 2022
People in Attendance: Shelly VandePanne (Leadership Chair), Dan Wright (Finance/Trustee Chair), Viv
Wright (Church Secretary), Diana McGarvey (Recording Secretary), Paul Eickenroth (Serve Chair), Steve
McEvoy (Stewardship Chair), Ann Buck (Treasurer), Debbie Castle, Jan Knox (Member at Large) and John
Frey (SPRC Chair) and Pastor Terri

Finance: Dan Wright, Chair ❖ Refinance Completed on 5/11/2022 with an interest rate of 4.0% and
lowering the monthly payment about $300.00. ❖ Finance Responsibility Protocols. We need to get
back into the swing of things before Covid. ❖ We need to update the guidelines for our committees, their
chairperson, job description. ❖ There is a 3-ring binder with these policies, we need to update and put
into place. ❖ Methodist Communications writes up guidelines for these positions every three years.
Last updated 2020. ❖ Cash App- Shelly VandePanne did some research on a “CASH app” for another
way to electronically give. Ann Buck is going to check in to this on the church side.
Stewardship: Steve McEvoy, Chair ❖ Name changed to Generosity Team, Attitude of Gratitude ❖ 5year goal to eliminate the mortgage ❖ Will continue to do ❖ Weekly offering envelopes ❖ Annual
pledge letters ❖ Sending out semiannual contribution statements ❖ Encouragement congregation to
donate (in addition to, not instead of) ❖ Special occasion request ❖ Display the mortgage ❖ Newsletters from the Generosity Team ❖ Good Stewards by our Prayers, presence, monetary gifts, service,
witness.
Treasurer Report: Ann Buck, Treasurer ❖ Things are looks good right now. Ann’s only concern is the
Music Fund. Would like to get this put into the general fund in next year’s budget. ❖ Possible special
collection to help cover the music fund. ❖ 2021 Audit is complete ❖ Mortgage Refinance Complete. ❖ If only monthly payments are made, it will be paid off in 5 years. ❖ Ann is planning to pay
$1500.00 monthly. This will be the current monthly payment and some extra towards the principal.
We currently have the 6-month cushion. Ann will only use money from here to make the payment if
needed. Anything extra brought in over monthly payment will be put towards the principal as well.
*** Finance Committee would like to have the mortgage paid off by 3/11/25. We will
celebrate with a big mortgage burning party. ***
General Fund
Contributions
Ministry shares
Expenses
Balance
Mortgage Fund
Contributions
Expenses
Balance

January
11,725.62
1,593.60
12,794.66
8,388.16
January
1,595.18
1.598.19
4,720.73

February
15,225.53
(1,548.60)
(14,052.91)
8,491.74
February
1,315.34
1.598.19
4,437.88

March
11,350.06
1,548.60
12,726.51
7,115.29
March
2,985.17
1.598.19
5,884.86

April
12,512.91
1,548.60
16,569.14

3,659.06
April
12,795.81
1,598.36
17,022.18

Pastor Report: Pastor Terri ▪ Invited to Harvest Festival to Host the Church Service on September 18, 2022 •
Pastor Terri will be on vacation and already has a guest to cover for her. • We would have to close our church •
Environment is different than what we are used to. ♦ Leadership decided to offer up our church instead of going
to the park. ▪ We need to get things back and running with our protocols and policies in place. ▪ Nominations is
working now to have things done before conference. ▪ Reminded us to go out of our way to let people know
they are missed. Keep praying for them to return.
5
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(Leadership Highlights continued from previous page)

Committee Reports:
❖ Trustee: Dan Wright, Chair ▪ Parsonage is in pretty good shape, • Roof repaired,
lawn cleaned up, trim and shingles from windstorm back on • Need to cut down a
couple of trees by the propane tank • Down spout and a fresh coat of paint needed.
 John Frey to level out the ground, to help keep the water from pooling in
one location.
 ▪ Church • Arcs to fix a couple of the light fixtures • Parking Lot will need
to be resurfaced in the next couple of years ▪ Gas Lines will be run to the
church by November • Dan is working on getting a couple of quotes to
change the orifices from propane to gas. ♦ Current quote is $5,400
♦ John Frey to take the blocks from behind the shed.
▪ Dan mentioned that he appreciated all the help this year. Many hands make light
work. ▪ John Frey is going to put new bark on the playground, fix the trenches in
the lawn by the west side parking lot, fix the gravel portion of the parking lot and
take care of the moss in front of the church. ▪ John has also contacted a horticulturist to take care of the dandelions. ▪ Plants in the front of the church also need
some love.
❖ Event– • VBS- Jerusalem ♦ We will be traveling the path Jesus took to the cross
❖ Nominations: Pastor Terri ▪ Nominations is working now to have things done
before conference. ▪ They are hoping to fill all positions. Some people have mentioned
that they need to step down form their current position. ▪ Plan is to fill all committees,
then fill the chair position when needed from that committee. When the chair steps
down for them to continue to be on the Leadership Team as a ‘member at large’.
❖ Serve: Paul Eickenroth, chair ▪ ENGAGE Ministry- Wesley Foundation at Ferris University ▪ Meijer Simply Give Campaigns helped a lot ▪ Blood Drive May 16 • Looking for
donations of Baked goods • Be thinking and praying for Crop Walk
❖ SPRC: John Frey, Chair ▪ Paperwork is in, so staff reviews will be scheduled
▪
Possible person to teach computer skills to Viv, John will take care of this.
Old Business ❖ Zelle-Some people are using it. ❖ DTE will run lines to the church by
November.
The next Leadership Team meeting: June 9, at 7:00
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Save the Date!
Volunteers Needed!!
We really need volunteers for
weekly Sunday Liturgists as we
only have Dan Wright for June
19th. Need Help June 5, 12,and
26.
We do not have any Volunteers
to do Coffee Hour during June.
Can YOU Help?

On 5/11/2022 your leadership secured, signed for and
transferred
our
mortgage
loan. We are now receiving
a much better rate.
Our
Mortgage is now
below the
$75,000 mark and we plan to
pay it off in 3 years. We know
we can do it with your prayers
and generosity.
So save the date! We are
planning a Mortgage burning
party for 5/11/2025 and we
want you ALL there!
Watch
for the Mortgage info tracker
which will be going up soon.
WE CAN DO THIS!

BLOOD DRIVE

Our next Blood Drive will be
Wednesday, July 20th
from 3 to 7 pm.
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As your church janitor, I would
like to express my deepest appreciation to all the angels who helped
cover my responsibilities while I was
providing 24 hour care for my friend.
I am so thankful to each of you who
helped vacuum, dust, mop, clean the
kitchen and the many other things
you did. It was amazing to come to
church to clean and fine so many
things already done.
I love you
all!!
DeeAnn
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OUR PRAYER LIST

Dennis and Wayla McMillan as Dennis
recovers from more knee surgery.
Viv Wright as she r ecover s fr om cancer
treatments.
Vacation Bible School is coming soon.
Carol Bunn is battling Covid.
Vickie Paulen and family with the passing
of Vickie’s son, Jeff.
Carissa Spencer's friend, Laura, recovering
from throat surgery.
Debbie Castle’s brother-in-law passed away.
Holly Fahners day care families as they deal
with multiple car accidents and hospitalizations or losses.
Each of Those who are unable to worship
with us.
Everyone dealing with multiple facets of
COVID-19 whether it be health, finances,
mental health etc.
Our Annual Conference
National and World Leaders
Our Church Leaders and Youth Leaders

THOSE UNABLE TO
WORSHIP WITH US

Don Arndt
Phyllis Hall
Betty MacTavish
Bill Parmenter
Judd Ross

IN SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY

Mitch Phillips, son of Greg & Sue
Aaron Bellgowan, son of Matt & Danielle

JOYS

Welcome to the official Heritage Family, James
Grant!!

JUNE

Sheldon Fahner
Shirley Westveer
Krysta Bennett
Oksana Parmenter
Marilyn Slater
Taitum Johansen
Maddyson Walkwitz
Lyle Griffen
Taveon Garehan
Dana Lowe
John Huffman
Judy Berry
Kassidy Pastor
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6/1
6/2
6/4
6/4
6/5
6/8
6/9
6/11
6/15
6/15
6/16
6/17
6/18

Lorna Holbrook
Mitch Phillips
Brody Schoonmaker
Anthony Finch
Heather Shadley
Aaron Thomas
Nicole Eickenroth
Marilyn Chapman

6/18
6/19
6/19
6/20
6/24
6/25
6/26
6/28

June
Doug & Diana McGarvey
Mike & Cheryl Scott
Jason & Alysia Forbush
Doug & Helen Johnson
Jerry & Chris Poprawski
Norm & Trish Sweet
Jeff & Michelle Thomas

6/13
6/14
6/15
6/24
6/24
6/24
6/30

Please advise the church office of
any changes necessary to update
VOL 25 ISSUE 6

Heritage United Methodist Church
19931 W Kendaville Rd
Pierson MI 49339-9713

We Are
Heritage UMC
Offering Fellowship
& Worship
Promoting Spiritual
Growth
and Sharing the Light of
the Lord with all

Pastor:
Secretary:
Office Hours:
Sunday Worship
Office #:

Terri Cummins
Viv Wright
9 am - 2 pm
Closed Fridays
10:30 am
231.937.4310

Email:
church.heritageumc@gmail.com
Web Site: umcheritage.org

